	                                                   Desired Results and Learning Activities:   Grade Three

	Unit Title:   Narrative Writing
Established Goals: Students will begin to write narrative, using Common Core Standards guidelines


	Understandings: Students will understand that…

• Students will understand how to write narratives, using mentor texts as guidance

	Essential Questions:

How do we write a narrative?


	Common Core Standards

  Students will be able to…

Gr. 3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

     a.  Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

     b.  Use dialoque and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.

     c.  Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.

     d.  Provide a sense of closure.

  
	Learning Plan
Summary of Learning Activities:

The students will learn about their five senses through read alouds, exploring on a walk to the pond, singing songs, drawing, and writing.
The students will use a checklist at the pond to write/draw and make sure all five senses are explored.
The students will use a writing web to help them write their rough draft for the class book.
The students will use a writing rubric to self check their writing.
The students will peer edit before publishing their work on the computer.
The students will draw an illustration in the space above their published writing.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:

Final assessment of the standard(s)

     Give Final Post-Writing Assessment:  Using what you have learned about narrative writing, write about a time you visited an interesting place and describe your experience.  Your story can be real or imagined but not a fantasy.

	Other Evidence:

“Re-teach” activities

1.  Continue providing narrative prompts for further practice  (for example: past 4th grade personal narrative prompts)

2. Continue to read aloud personal narrative type literature

3. Teacher to provide more conference time with struggling writers

4. Provide more small group instruction to share ideas

5. Modify rubric so that quality is stressed over quantity

Further lessons could include:

     - Identifying and creating effective leads

     - Constructing effective conclusions

     - More ‘transition’ word work

     - Ways to improve word choice



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Learning activities:  (over a period of several weeks)

· Give prewriting-assessment without any modeling:  Describe your perfect recess.

· Identify the purpose of Narrative Writing:  to describe an experience, event, or sequence of events in the form of a story.  Write stories that sequence events and include descriptive details and vivid language to develop characters, setting, and plot.

· Tell students a story.  
· On a piece of paper, have students write down up to 3 story ideas of their own.  (just ideas, not a story yet)

· The story teacher tells includes important story elements.  On an easel board, write the story elements, setting, characters, events, and conclusion.  Ask students for their input for these elements and record their answers.

· Now have students share one of their story ideas with a partner and orally tell the story to the partner.  Only one partner is sharing at this point, the other one is strictly listening.

· Next, change up the partners so that the original listeners have a different partner to tell their story to.

· Once all students have orally told their stories students will then fill out graphic organizers that have the story elements on it based on their stories.  (setting, characters, events, conclusion)  (see attached handout)  Once completed, students will then pair up with their partners to ensure all details have been captured.

· Have students write a rough draft or sloppy copy using their story elements.  Do not worry about spelling or grammar at this time.  Skip lines on their paper using an ‘X’ on every other line.

· Introduction Lesson:  ‘Writing an Introduction’ activity included.  Basically the introduction is to get the reader’s attention.  I call it the ‘hook’.  Have students update their story with a better introduction.

· Using Paragraphs:  Next is the main part of the personal narrative.  I call this part the ‘guts’.  A couple of things are going on here that could be taught at the same time.  When do we start a new paragraph, transitional words, and what to include in the paragraphs.  Please look at the ‘Using Paragraphs in a Personal Narrative’ and ‘Using Transitions to Connect Events’ lessons.  Have students revise their rough drafts to include adjusted paragraphs and transition words. 

· Using Dialogue:  As students are writing their rough draft, for those that are ready adding dialogue may be appropriate.  Look at the ‘Using Dialogue’ activity as well as use comic strips to segment ‘talking’ between characters in the story.  Have students add dialogue to their stories.

· Writing Conclusions:  Look at the ‘Writing a Conclusion’ activity.  I tell the students this should only be a sentence or two summarizing how/where the story ends.  Have students write revised conclusions to their stories.

· Editing Checklist:  Have students edit their own work as well as critique the work of others using any number of checklists.  (see attached for example)

· Rubrics:  Attached are a couple of rubrics that can be modified.
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