	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS

Grade Level:  6

	Unit Title:  Faction Activity    Life on Another Planet or Moon-Sixth Grade Science  

Established Goals:  This faction will be used as guided research of planets in a sixth grade science classroom.  The assignment will be a cooperative research effort between science, computer, and library classroom curriculums.  




	Understandings: 
Students will compare and contrast properties and conditions of objects in the solar system (i.e., sun, planets, and moons) to those on Earth (i.e., gravitational force, distance from the sun, speed, movement, temperature, and atmospheric conditions).
	Essential Questions:

What do humans need to survive?  


	Common Core Standards 
Anchor Standards 

Reading:

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
W.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

6th grade standards learned:

Reading 7: Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

Writing 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b.           Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.

e.  Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:

Students will write a diary entry from the point of view of a human living on another planet or moon.  Students will reveal evidence of known characteristics of their home planet and how they have overcome the obstacles of the planet or moon to support life.  Students will research three planets or moons before determining which planet or moon is their home. Students will use provided web sources, school approved data bases and books to research and record information about their three self selected planets or moons.
	Other Evidence:
See Rubric to guide and assess final project.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:

Students will collect data using the websites and database given to them on the graphic organize. 
Prewriting: Students will begin the preliminary phase of their diary entry by rereading their information on their selected planet from their character’s point of view and then they will outline their character. Students will write for 30 minutes, share in small groups and return to their drafts for the remainder of the science class period.  
Revising:  Students will color code their draft for two functions:  Evidence of factual information about their planet will be highlighted yellow and characterization will be highlighted pink.  
Students will return to their writing, teacher will conference with students focusing on their factual information.  Students will add more information or revisiting their current information as needed.  Students will add citations.
Editing:  Students will work with one partner to edit their writing piece looking for edits in punctuation and grammar conventions.  Students will then take their writing home to have an adult edit their piece one more time.  This will be for editing purposes only.  
Sharing:  Students will share their writing with another sixth grade class whose role will be to determine if they want to live on the planet or moon described.  




            Diary Entry:  Life on Another Planet or Moon




       Rubric

Name ________________________________________ Date_________________

Character_____________
	· Main character is fully realized, using emotion and detail.
	10  9  8  7  6

        5  4  3  2 1
	Comments:



	· Extensive use of notes, text, and research is evident by details.
	10  9  8  7  6

5  4  3  2  1
	

	· Original and interesting; imaginative yet school appropriate
	10  9  8  7  6

             5  4  3  2  1
	

	· Process of prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing is evident in end product.  
	10  9  8  7  6

           5  4  3  2  1
	

	· Complete works cited page; citation used correctly
	10  9  8  7  6

     5  4  3  2  1
	


