	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS



	Unit Title:   Nonfiction Reading with Newspaper Articles                             Grades 9/10                      
Established Goals: Students will read various editorial, op-ed, and letters to the editor from the newspaper and assess the articles based on common core nonfiction reading standards to determine the relevancy and validity of the opinions expressed.




	Understandings: 
Students will evaluate the argument of a piece of informational text.
Students will understand how to read a text closely, determine the central ideas, analyze text development, interpret tone and point of view, analyze structure, integrate new ideas.
	Essential Big Idea Question:

How do we analyze and assess the relevance and validity of a text argument?


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:

Learners will be assigned an editorial, op-ed, or letter to the editor from a local newspaper to read.

Learners will evaluate the article using a graphic organizer based on common core informational text standards
	Other Evidence:

· Contribution to small group discussion

· Contribution to class discussion

· Participation in class debates


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:

· Learning activity will be repeated weekly for the duration of the semester
· For the beginning weeks, teacher will focus on specific areas of the graphic organizer and model, with class input, how each section might be completed
· Learners will be assigned an editorial, op-ed, or letter to the editor to read
· Learners will use the graphic organizer to evaluate and analyze the text
· When graphic organizers are completed, learners will gather in small groups to compare their evaluations and analysis
· As a class and with teacher input, learners will determine the analysis and evaluation of the text by discussing each section
· As learners become more confident and proficient, class debates may be organized around particularly controversial texts
· As learners become more confident and proficient, individuals may choose a piece, based on interest, from a limited selection (ex: choose any essay from today’s editorials, op-eds, and letters to the editor). Learners will then be grouped for discussion depending on which piece they chose and then present to the class
Active Learning Strategies
· Students will read current editorial, op-ed, or letters to the editor from a local newspaper provided to the class by The Gardner News
· Think/Pair/Share: Students will share their findings and opinions in small groups before the class discussion

· Participation in class debates

Differentiated Instruction
· Less complex essays may be provided based on learner’s reading level

· Strategic grouping may be used to pair more proficient learners with struggling learners

· Struggling learners may be assigned a specific section of the graphic organizer to focus on rather than completing the entire organizer and then grouped together for completion (Jigsaw Activity)



	                                                                    Re-Teaching If Not Mastered

	Alternative Learning Activities:

· Activity will be repeated weekly for the duration of the semester


Nonfiction Text Analysis
Key Ideas and Details



Craft and Structure


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas


See student guide for critical reading skills with informational text and assessment guide below.

	Critical reading of informational text Goals
	Excellent
	Good
	Needs Improvement
	Let’s talk!

	Stated Information and Inference
	Accurate reading of stated text, apt inferences
	Good reading of stated text, apt inferences
	Needs closer reading of stated text, apt inferences
	Incomplete reading of stated text, apt inferences

	Central Idea
	Excellent capturing of central idea
	Good capturing of central idea
	Needs better understanding of central idea
	Needs improved understanding  of central idea

	Text  Development
	Good understanding of pieces relating to the whole
	Understanding of pieces relating to the whole needs some work
	Needs closer understanding of pieces relating to the whole
	Weak understanding of pieces relating to the whole

	Tone
	Excellent understanding of how words convey tone
	Good understanding of how words convey tone
	Understanding of how words convey tone needs improvement
	Let’s discuss understanding of how words convey tone

	Structure
	Good sense of how language and sentences relate to the whole
	Fair sense of how language and sentences relate to the whole
	Needs closer work of how language and sentences relate to the whole
	Let’s discuss how language and sentences relate to the whole

	Making connections with experience, texts, film, visuals
	Excellent  connections with experience, film, visual for comparison
	Good connections with experience, film, visual for comparison
	Needs improved work with connections
	Lacks connections 

	Evaluation of argument and claims for validity, relevance, sufficient
	Astute critical sense of argument and claims validity, relevance , sufficiency
	Good critical sense of argument and claims validity, relevance , sufficiency
	Sense of argument and claims validity, relevance , sufficiency need improvement
	Lacks sense of argument and claims validity, relevance , sufficiency

	
	
	
	
	


School-wide Critical Thinking Rubric

Reading Nonfiction
	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Needs Improvement
	Unacceptable

	Reading:  Student identifies point of view and key ideas from many different authors/ texts, pulls out arguments and evidence from sources, and evaluates their legitimacy and/or usefulness of each source.                                                 


	Thoroughly and accurately identifies:

-key details

-inferences

-central idea

-sequence and development of text

-connections between ideas
	Accurately identifies:

-most key details

-most inferences

-central idea

-sequence and development of text

-connections between some ideas


	Accurately identifies:

-some key details

-some inferences

Partially identifies:

-sequences and development of text

-connections between ideas
	Does not accurately identify:

-key details

-inferences

-central idea

-sequence and development of text

-connections between ideas

	
	Thoroughly and accurately identifies:

-figurative, connotative, and technical meanings

-tone

-point of view and purpose 
	Accurately identifies:

-most figurative, connotative, and technical meanings

-tone

-point of view and purpose 


	Accurately identifies:

-some figurative, connotative, and technical meanings

May not entirely accurately identify:

-tone

-point of view and purpose

	Does not accurately identify:

-figurative, connotative, and technical meanings

-tone

-point of view

	Evaluation:  Student expresses a judgment on the value of a given idea and supports that judgment with evidence.                                                     
	Successfully 

-connects topic to other texts/media

-evaluates validity of reasoning

-evaluates sufficiency and relevancy of evidence
	Mostly successful:

-connecting topic to other texts/media

-evaluating validity of reasoning

-evaluating sufficiency and relevancy of evidence
	Partially successful:

-connecting topic to other texts/media

-evaluating sufficiency and relevancy of evidence
	Does not successfully:

-connect topic to other texts/media

-evaluate validity of reasoning

-evaluate sufficiency and relevancy of evidence

	Individual Assignment Criteria:  Here, the teacher may add criteria specific to an assignment, including student reflection.                                            
	
	
	
	


Adopted 6/5/12

Stated Information and Inference


List the important ideas and inferences:


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Central Idea


State the central idea of the text:


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Text Development


Analyze how topic develops throughout the text (How does the author unfold a series of events or ideas, in what order are the points made, how are they introduced or developed, what connections are drawn between the points?):


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Tone


Identify unfamiliar words and define them; identify key words or phrases and explain how they shape the meaning and tone of the text:


 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Point of View


What is the author’s point of view or purpose and how does it shape the content or style of the text?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Structure


Analyze the structure of the text. How do specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text relate to each other and the whole?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Integration


How does the text connect to your own life/experiences; is there any connection to other texts, films, or internet content? How does the text relate to any visuals or graphics included?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Evaluation


Evaluate the argument and claims. Are they valid? Relevant? Is the evidence sufficient to support the claim(s)?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











