To develop careful word choice, idea focus, fun with words:  

Posted DESE unit idea of having students write brief poem combined with a visual 

                         Connecting Words and Images -- Metaphor    
[image: image1.emf]                 “The Rhino” 

The rhino grunts down Johnson Road 

Pausing, pushing, roaring, shoving. 

Its head is down, its pointed horn 

Aimed at the ground.

It charges onward through the storm. 

Look at the track it made in the snow. 
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“School Circus” 

Obedient to their trainers, 

Nose to tail, the elephants 

Plod around the ring. 

An audience of children 

Watch to see them lumber up. 

The announcer calls each name. 

The children shout, break free, 

Rush to their yellowed sides. 

Twice a day they do their act.
       Common Core standards: figurative language, publish, connect graphics to text

                                                Created by grade 4 students

     From posted DESE Common Core unit: “Using Words and Images to Interpret and Create Metaphor”
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and   Secondary Education, October 2012

DESE web site Poetry http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/

Safe search websites with copyright-free images:

· http://www.pics4learning.com/ 

· www.morguefile.com (public image photos)

· Google’s Advanced Search menu offers Safe Search and Usage Rights links.

Major sources for the poems in this unit are:

· Jack Prelutsky’s The Random House Book of Poetry for Children  (983) 

· The website of the Poetry Foundation, www.poetryfoundation.org
· Poems (and images) included in the unit itself
For the Teacher: 

· Carl Sandburg’s poem “Fog,” page 96 of Random House Book of Poetry for Children http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174299.  

A List of Additional Poems 

Poems with Metaphors

Resource:  Prelutsky, Jack, editor; The Random House Book of Poetry/ Random House, New York City. 1983
To the teacher: The listed poems can be used as extensions or to supplement, enrich or serve as challenges. You will enjoy reading them and you should preview them before giving them to students. Some of the listed poems have individual prompts for students to write their own original poems; use them if you wish. 

General Guiding Questions 

1. What is the main metaphor in the poem?

2. What other connections does the author make beyond the main metaphor?

· “Dandelion,” Hilda Conkling, p. 25 (Students choose a favorite flower  write a metaphor poem.)

· “Rain Clouds,” Elizabeth-Ellen Long, p. 30 (Students choose an aspect of the weather that intrigues them, e.g., wind, hurricane, tornado)

· “The Night is a Big Black Cat,” G. Orr Clark, p. 33 (Students work ‘backwards’, choose a favorite animal do ‘metaphor equations’ to get started.)

· “Spring Is,” Bobbi Katz, p. 42 (Students choose favorite season /title can be first line and prompt.)

· “Spring,” Karla Kuskin, p. 43 (Student choose favorite season/Use first person as in poem: I’m )

· “A Dragonfly,” Elanor Farjeon, p. 75 

· “Ladybug,” Joan Walsh Anglund, p. 76 Students brainstorm favorite insect(s) and write simile poems.)

· “City Lights,” Rachel Field, p. 97 (The poem builds and ends with a powerful metaphor.)

· “I am Cherry Alive,” Delmore Schwartz, p.127 (First line prompt: “I am ….”)

· “Some Things Don’t Make Any Sense at All,” Judith Viorst, p.135 (First line as prompt with parent [Mom, Dad, Parents, Aunt, Uncle,] can be changed. Repetition of first line works as modeled in poem.)

· “Alphabet Stew,” Jack Prelutsky, pp. 188-189 (Good choice to show how the artist Arnold Lobel illustrated the poet’s words in his own way.)
· “Poetry,” Eleanor Farjeon, p. 196 (Use the template created by poet: What is Poetry? Who knows?/Not a _____, but the ____________________.)

· “What is Orange?,” Mary O’Neill. p. 218, “What is Red?” Mary O’Neill, p. 219 (Students choose favorite color and use metaphor to describe it. First line echoes the poem’s first line. (Color) is a 
· “Maps,” Dorothy Brown Thompson, p. 221 Students choose a favorite object, e.g., a baseball glove, a quilt, computer, and build a poem leading to metaphor at end and echoing first line of last stanza: [object here] are really _______ for ____________. Poem can be done in two stanzas.)

· “Dreams,”  Langston Hughes, p. 225, (an excellent example of a metaphor as well as an interesting discussion springboard and an introduction of major poet.  Introduce poem by discussing dreams, the kind of dreams of ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ - be a ballerina, a cellist, football player, rock star, or, in the short run, learn to play lacrosse, be a faster runner, get an excellent report card. What does a student want to accomplish now or in the future.)
Poems with Similes
Resource: Prelutsky, Jack, editor; Lobel, Arnold, illustrator, The Random House Book of Poetry/ 

See notes to the teacher on the previous page.

· “Flint,” Christina Rossetti, p. 23 (define ‘flint’.)

· “First Snow,” Marie Louise Allen, p. 31 (Use title as first two words for poem.)

· “Night,” Mary Ann Hoberman, p. 33 (Choose an animal and compare it to something else in nature.)

· “The Wild, the Free,” Lord Byron, p. 63 (Students choose a favorite animal and write a simile poem of that animal ‘in action’. Brainstorm good verbs like run, prance, dance, jump, scamp, leap, ….)

· “A Dragon,” Eleanor Farejeon, p. 75 (Choose a ‘favorite’ insect and do insect study/simile poem.)

· “The Eagle,” Alfred Tennyson, p. 87 (Choose favorite animal and describes its physical appearance and abilities with similes.

· “The Riveter,” Mabel Watts, p. 90 (Define ‘riveter’ 

· “Since Hanna Moved Away,” Judith Viorst, p. 114 (Students think of a friend who has moved away, the loss of a pet or any loss for a simile poem.)

· “Some People,” Rachel Field, p. 156. (Students talk about the characteristics of people that make them feel grumpy or happy.)

· “Godmother,” Phyllis B. Morden, p. 161.
· “The Troll,” Jack Prelutsky, p. 206, (Define  ‘troll’ is.)

· “Unicorn,” William Jay Smith, p. 209 (Students brainstorm mythical creatures or invent their own.)

· ”Arithmetic,” Carl Sandburg, p. 218 Students choose a favorite subject in school as basis for simile poem.)

· “Flight Plan,” Jane Merchant, p. 233, (A challenging read. Students choose favorite mode of transportation and write shorter simile poem than prototype.)
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