	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS

Grade Level:  1st                                                            

	Unit Title:  Animal Folktales

Established Goals: 
Using a CAFÉ literacy block, students will listen to, read, reflect, and discuss central themes in folktales.




	Understandings: 

Students will understand that there are universal themes in folktales and be able to discuss “life lessons” presented, common literary traits, and retell key events in folktales.

	Essential Questions:
•  What makes a story a folktale?

•  Why are folktales endearing stories?

•  What does the reader learn from folktales?




	Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2
Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2
Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9
Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:

Students will be able to discuss central theme (“life lesson” of a folktale) through oral discussion and written reflection.  A rubric will be used to assess student understanding.

Sample folktales used:

	Other Evidence:
Anecdotal evidence during guided reading groups and read-aloud / think-aloud observations.

Students will write about how the “life lesson” pertains to their modern lives.

Students will complete graphic organizers to help them organize and note key elements and supporting details of central the theme.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:

1. Students listen to read-alouds and think-alouds of “classic” folktales, Aesop’s Fables, and animal folktales.

2. Students and teachers will refer to and discuss an anchor chart of universal folktales traits during unit.

3. Students will listen to, read, and discuss animal stories and animal folktales: Compare and contrast what makes a story a folktale versus a fictional story.

4. Read informational articles from ‘Ask’ or ‘Ranger Rick’ animals about animals.

5. “T Chart” of fiction versus facts about animals portrayed in folktales.

6. Folktale log: Students write in response journal about an animal characteristic trait or lesson learned – include supporting evidence from text.

7. Reader’s Theater of animal folktales

8. Classroom chart of tales read and lessons learned from each tale (include tales read independently, in small groups, or as a whole class)
Active learning activities

(   Think Alouds as part of gradual release of responsibility: Teacher demonstrates her thinking about the tale, its

      lesson, and its universal traits

(    Modeling of response writing (demonstrate transfer of skill from previous classroom writings / literature 

      responses) 

(    “Turn and Talk” during classroom read alouds to discuss central theme and folktale characteristics

(    Graphic Organizer to assist with retelling
Differentiation to meet needs of struggling students

(   Guided reading groups and independent reading: Books and articles at student’s instructional level 

     (as well as high-interest text)

(   Additional graphic organizers to assist with response log and discussions

(    “Story Sticks” before, during, and after reading to increase practice with retelling


	Re-teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	(   Additional “Think Alouds” on shorter tales to enable more discussion time

(   Teacher modeling of oral retellings, using evidence from text and anchor chart

(   Peer practice: Pair struggling students with peer role models so students can practice retelling (and model students can act as “mentors” / idea of mentor text, but in oral tradition)


	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning


	1 point

2 points

3 points

4 points
Setting

and folktale elements
Includes little, no or incorrect details about setting
Includes some information about setting
Includes specific details about setting, and one or no elements 
Includes specific details about setting and key folktale elements
Events and conflict/

resolution
Includes little or no details from text

Includes some important details, but non-sequential
Includes some important details from text in order 
Includes key events in order from text and conflict/
resolution 
Characters and characteristics
Refers to  characters using only pronouns (he, she, it)

Refers to main characters by generic name or label

Refers to main characters by name in text,

and includes characteristics and/or qualities 

Refers to main characters by specific name, includes characteristics and/or qualities,

and how character changed
Interpretation of the story

Responds with misinformation and does not include “lesson learned”
Responds with literal interpretation and lacks “lesson learned”
Responds with inferential

interpretation, basic understanding of “lesson learned”  
Responds with high-level interpretation, elaborates on “lesson learned,” and how it applies to personal life
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