	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  8                                                            

	Unit Title:   Characterization in The Outsiders

Established Goals:
Students will analyze how the author uses direct and indirect characterization and will understand its effect on the plot of the novel.


	Understandings:
Through reading The Outsiders and class activities, students will be able to analyze characterization and its effect on a novel. 


	Essential Questions:
· What makes up a person’s identity?
· How do our interactions with others form our perception of identity?
· What is more important individuality or social acceptance?


	Common Core Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
· After Chapter 3, students will begin to work on a character project in groups where they will ask them to focus on a character. (See assignment and rubric below – page 3). 

· At the end of the novel, students will be given three essay topics to assess their understanding of the unit.  (See assignment and rubric below – page 4-5).

	Other Evidence:
· Students will demonstrate understanding through their continued work in their Reading Journals which has questions that are used throughout the year with each novel we read. (See assignment and rubric below – page 6)
· Students will be asked to fill out exit slips as quick “check in’s” to see where they are.

· Students will take short reading check quizzes at the beginning of class to ensure they are all on track.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
1. Prereading – 1960s Overview
· Students will be broken into groups where they will use Chromebooks to research different topics in 1960s culture including sports, fashion, music, movies/tv, politics, and cars.
2. Prereading- Anticipation Guide

· Students will be asked to respond to the essential questions which will stay posted throughout the unit.  Then, at the end of the unit, they will do the same individually and then in groups to prepare for a discussion on the EQs. 
3. Poem Discussion 
· We will discuss the purpose and meaning of Robert Frost’s “Nothing Gold Can Stay” after reading Chapter 5 through close reading activities. 
4. Project Presentations 
· We will use each group’s character project as a springboard for discussion, discussing the characters up to the point we’ve read. 

5. Quote Analysis

· Students will be asked to respond to a series of quotes through daily activities in various different way in preparation for essay writing.  This will occur after each section of reading.
6. Group and Individual Writing

· Students will be asked to respond to many prompts in class as a form of low-stakes writing in order to strengthen their comprehension, analysis, and writing skills.

7. Class Discussion at the end of the novel

· Students will be lead in a discussion that will help them to sum up the novel as well as a springboard for their paper.
8. Paper writing

· Students will be given time and instruction in class to enhance their writing skills. 

Differentiation: 
Special Education 

· Students will be given quotes with important words underlined, to help students understand what needs to be focused on.

· Regular Ed Teacher and Special Ed Teacher will discuss having students in their support classes grouped together for the project to allow extra time to work on assignments in academic support class. 

Advanced

· Students will be asked to answer more difficult questions in their reading journals.  Guided questions will be given to help continue their progress with analysis. 



	Re-teaching for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	· As students complete their journal entries, they will be checked for understanding.  If students are not proficient, they will be asked to stay for extra help where we will work on analyzing certain passages together, showing how certain passages can respond to their questions. 
·  In addition, any student that does not do well on reading check quizzes or their exit slips will also be asked to do the same. 


	Rubrics to Guide and Assess Learning

	


The Outsiders Character Project
As you read The Outsiders, you will create a character poster where you follow one character throughout the story and present the character through the following ways:
Choose a character. (Circle One)
-  Ponyboy 
- Darry 

- Sodapop 
 - Dally 

- Johnny
  
 - Two-Bit
  
 - Cherry
        /15  Choose an actor to portray the character. Consider physical  appearance as well as personality.  You may not 
choose the any actor  in the movie The Outsiders. Explain your choice in a well-written paragraph with at least one quote to support your choice. 
         /20   Four characteristics of the character.  Label these characteristics as  direct or indirect characterization.
         /20   A quote from the book supporting each characteristic. Explain in a few sentences.
         /6   Three facts about the character.  Include page numbers.
         /8   Relationship of the character to three other characters in the book.
         /15   A symbol for the character - something that best represents the character.
         /10  Aesthetic Presentation - Your poster needs to look like you have put forth effort to have it look nice and neat.
         /6   Notes page is attached and completed.
         /100 = Total grade
RUBRIC
	15 An strong choice of actor is chosen to portray the character, considering physical  appearance and personality.  A strong, explanation is given to support choice. Quote used well.
	13 A suitable actor is chosen to portray the character, considering physical  appearance and personality.  A strong, explanation is given to support choice. Quote used well.
	11 An  actor is chosen to portray the character, somewhat considering physical  appearance and/pr  personality.  Explanation is given to support choice. May use a quote.
	9 A suitable  actor is chosen to portray the character, considering physical  appearance and personality.  A strong, explanation is given to support choice. Quote used well.

	40   Four strong characteristics of the character are given and correctly labeled as direct or indirect characterization using strong examples from the text. 
	35 Four characteristics of the character are given and labeled as direct or indirect characterization using examples from the text. 
	30 Some characteristics of the character are given and labeled as direct or indirect characterization using some examples from the text. 
	25  Few characteristics of the character are given and may be  labeled as direct or indirect characterization using little to no examples from the text.

	6   Three significant and new facts are given about the character.  Include page numbers.
	5 Three new facts are given about the character.  Include page numbers.
	4 Two - three facts are given about the character;  they may be repeated.  Include page numbers.
	3 One- two facts are given about the character.  They may be repeated. No page numbers. 

	8   Relationship of the character to three other significant characters in the book are given and explained well.
	7 Relationship of the character to three other characters in the book are given and explained.
	6 Relationship of the character to three other characters in the book are given and somewhat explained.
	5  Relationship of the character to three other characters in the book may be given but not explained.

	15   A strong, creative, and logical symbol is selected  for the character that best represents the character.  Symbol is explained well. 
	13   A creative and logical symbol is selected  for the character that represents the character.  Symbol is explained. 
	11   A somewhat logical symbol is selected  for the character that somewhat represents the character. Symbol is vaguely explained.
	9   A symbol is selected  for the character that vaguely represents the character.  Symbol may not be explained. 

	10 Poster looks like strong effort has been put forth.  Is presented very neatly and creatively.
	8 Poster looks like effort has been put forth.  Is presented neatly and creatively.
	7 Poster looks like some effort has been put forth.  Is presented somewhat neatly and creatively.
	6 Poster looks like little effort has been put forth.  Is not presented neatly and creatively.

	6   Notes page is attached and completed.  Notes display a significant amount of care was taken in preparation.
	5 Notes page is attached and completed.  Notes displays care was taken in preparation.
	4 Notes page is attached and somewhat completed.  Notes display some care was taken in preparation.
	3 Notes page may be attached and somewhat completed.  Notes display little care was taken in preparation.


Summative Assessment – The Outisders Essay

Choose one of the following prompts to respond to in a well-written, five-paragraph essay.  Remember, your responses must follow all essay guidelines. 
Topic #1 – 

Write an essay explaining why you believe two of the “main” Greasers could be considered a hero.  Include your own definition of hero in the essay, and be sure to explain how each boy, in his own way, meets your definition.  Remember to support your ideas with examples from the novel.  In your analysis, be sure to compare and contrast the two characters could be considered a hero. 
Topic #2 – 

S.E. Hinton never uses the word "outsider" in her novel, yet it's the title of the book. Maybe she wants us to ponder whom the outsiders are. Write an essay in which you explain whom she may have meant by The Outsiders. Be sure to define what you mean by an outsider, and then explain whom you think Ms. Hinton meant. Be sure to use extensive examples from the book to back up what you say.
Topic #3  - 

Throughout the novel, we have studied S.E. Hinton’s use of characterization.  Choose one character to give a character analysis where you analyze the effect this character has on the novel.  Be sure to explain what Hinton’s purpose was in including this character.  
ESSAY GRADING GUIDELINES 8-1
	
	Exemplary
	Proficient 
	Emerging 
	Needs Improvement

	Overall Organization Writing: W.8.1a

	Essay maintains a clear, relevant and logical organization. Essay is organized into multiple sections that creatively and intelligently build up to support a unique and complex argument.
	Essay maintains a mostly clear, relevant and logical organization. Essay is organized into multiple sections that build up to support argument but may be wordy or vague.
	Essay attempts to maintain a clear, relevant and logical organization, but is somewhat confusing. Essay is organized into multiple sections that build up to support argument.
	Essay does not maintain a clear, organization, but is somewhat confusing. Essay is not organized into multiple sections that build up to support argument.

	Essay Development Writing: W.8.1b

	Essay introduces a strong claim, acknowledges and distinguishes claim from other claims, and organizes the reasons and evidence seamlessly and logically throughout entire essay.
	Essay introduces a claim, somewhat acknowledging and distinguishing the claim from other  claims, and organizes the reasons and evidence somewhat seamlessly and logically throughout entire essay.
	Essay introduces a vague claim, and organizes the reasons and evidence for claim vaguely throughout essay, not consistently relating back to original claim. Ideas do not flow together. 
	Essay does not introduce a clear claim, .  Ideas are not consistent throughout essay consistent.

	Thesis Writing: W.8.1a

	Introductory section provides a strong opening, context and a complex and original thesis statement. The thesis includes clear details that preview the rest of the essay.
	Introductory section provides a good opening, context and an original thesis statement. The thesis may include some details that preview the rest of the essay.
	Introductory section provides an original thesis statement. The thesis may include some details that preview the rest of the essay.
	Introductory section provides an original thesis statement. The thesis may include some details that preview the rest of the essay.

	Analysis (Central Idea and Word Choice Analysis, Text Decoding) RL.8.1-4
	Strong analysis determines the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings, in order to support thesis.   Quote analysis explains how and why quote supports thesis.
	Analysis determines the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings, in order to support thesis.   Quote analysis attempts to explain how and why quote supports thesis. 
	Analysis attempts to determine meaning of languages in text in order to support thesis.   Quote analysis may attempt to explain how and why quote supports thesis.
	Analysis does not  attempt to determine meaning of text in order to support thesis.  Quote analysis does not explain how and why quote supports thesis.

	
	All evidence and analysis relates back to thesis.
	Most evidence and analysis relates back to thesis.
	Some evidence and analysis may relates back to thesis.
	Analysis vaguely  relates back to thesis if at all.

	Supporting Evidence: W.8.1b
	Essay carefully cites the textual evidence that most strongly supports the development /argument of the essay and analyzes its development over the course of the essay. 
	Essay cites the evidence that supports the development /argument of the essay and mostly analyzes its development over the course of the essay. 
	Essay cites the evidence that somewhat supports the development/ argument of the essay and might somewhat analyzes its development over the course of the essay. 
	Essay cites the evidence that somewhat supports the development/ argument of the essay and does not  analyze its development.

	
	Quotations are correctly cited and have appropriate background information and lead in.
	Quotations are mostly cited correctly  and may have appropriate background and lead in.
	Quotations are somewhat correctly cited and somewhat t  have appropriate background information and lead in.
	Quotations are not correctly cited and have appropriate background information and lead in.

	Conclusion Writing: W.8.1e

	Essay provides a strong conclusion  that follows from and supports the argument presented.  Information is presented in a fresh, new way. 
	Essay provides a conclusion  that follows from and mostly supports the argument presented.  Information is presented in a new way. 
	Essay provides a conclusion  that follows from and somewhat supports the argument presented.  Information is presented is somewhat repetitive. 
	Essay provides a conclusion  that follows from and somewhat supports the argument presented.  Information is presented is somewhat repetitive. 

	Writing Form and Mechanics (Transitions/Links and Formal Style ): W.8.1c-d

	Essay establishes and maintains a formal style throughout.  Uses solely third person and is correctly formatted.  There is a correct use of punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.
	Essay establishes and maintains a somewhat formal style throughout.  Uses solely third person and is mostly correctly formatted.  There is a correct use of punctuation, spelling, and capitalization. 
	Essay establishes and maintains a formal style throughout.  May not use third person and formatting is not completely correct.  There are errors with punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.
	Essay does not establish and maintain a formal style throughout.  May not use third person and formatting is not correct.  There are many errors with punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.


Reading Workshop Possible Entry Ideas
o Consider the author’s writing style and how this relates to the themes of the test/genre.

o Respond to how a particular line shows the author’s tone or the author’s purpose.

o Raise questions about what motivates a character to make a certain decision.

o Relate what you’re reading to current events, a moment in history, or another text. 

o Predict moral decision outcomes.

o Relate to why a character is doing something or acting in a certain way.

o What are the characteristics of a given character and how do those traits affect the character's decisions?

o How does the setting affect the plot or characters?

o How do certain events affect the plot or the characters?

o What do the decisions the characters make say about them?

o Provide evidence to support why characters act in certain ways in the book.

o What is still unresolved in the story, either about a character or the plot?

o Why does the author structure the story/plot the way he/she does?  (First person, third person,  flashbacks, diary format, descriptive, etc.). How does the structure of the story affect the plot or your  enjoyment of the story?

o What is the role of a new or secondary character?

o How does the main character develop or change?

o How does the author draw you in when you first start reading? How does author create suspense?  How does the author effectively end the story?

o How has your understanding of a character, the theme or the plot changed over time?

SUGGESTIONS:
 DON’T make every entry a chapter or section summary. ONLY summarize RARELY when your book is complex and you need to make sense of it all.
 TRY reading a big chunk and letting the ideas settle first before writing. What do you find that you are still thinking about after you stopped reading? Write about that.
 TRY connecting the ideas we are learning in other parts of the class to your reading. For example: writing techniques you have seen (use of repetition; strong wording and imagery; paragraph structure; common themes like overcoming challenges, love and peace, making the right decision, standing up for one another).

Scoring Guidelines for Reader’s Workshop- Genre Response
	Form
	Skillful use of SEA writing connects to prompt. *Thesis (also include in your conclusion) controls the essay. Ideas transition smoothly from one sentence to the next and between paragraphs. A strong thesis that connects your ideas.
4                 3                   2                    1

	Reading Comprehension
	Student effectively conveys strong reading comprehension and deeper understanding of the text.  
4                 3                   2                    1

	Statement
	Statements are clear and focused and connect to the prompt.  Appropriate, relevant background and lead-in precede evidence.
4                 3                   2                    1

	Evidence
	All evidence is relevant to prompt, well-chosen, and  seamlessly integrated. All evidence is properly cited.  Evidence goes beyond aiding plot summary and is integral to analysis. 
4                 3                   2                    1

	Analysis
	Analysis clearly and articulately  connects to and effectively shows “how”/“why” evidence supports statement and thesis. Analysis is insightful, fully developed and includes pieces of evidence to demonstrate understanding. 
4                 3                   2                    1
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