	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  4                                                                                        

	Unit Title:   Historical Fiction:  Narrative Writing
Established Goals:
Using the Empowering Writers Narrative Writing Diamond, students will write a historical fiction narrative that is true and reasonable to its time.  Students will begin by working together to brainstorm memorable times in history in order to come up with a setting for their narratives.  Next students will think deeply about what challenges people faced while living in a certain era in order to create a problem for their particular character.  Students will then work independently to develop interesting characters that may have lived during that time period.  Following the Narrative Writing Diamond, students will write a narrative with an entertaining beginning, main event, and extended ending while incorporating time relevant facts.


	Understandings: Students will understand that…
• Authors of historical fiction blend both fact and fiction to engage their readers.

• Historical fiction can help us to understand the past.


	Essential Questions:
• How does the setting of the story affect the plot?

• How does point of view affect the understanding of a text?




	Common Core Standards Mastered
W.4.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
W.4.3a  Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

W.4.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.8  Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources, takes notes, and categorize information and provide a list of sources.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
• Teacher will conference with students after each part of the writing diamond (beginning, middle, end) to review work and assess progress.

• Teacher will use Final Grading Rubric to assess final historical narrative.

	Other Evidence:
• Using Revising and Editing Checklists, students will review their own writing and peer conference as well.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
1. Planning:  As a class, writers will identify memorable times in history that are interesting to them so that they can think of a setting for writing their own historical fiction narrative.  Writers will use background knowledge from previously read historical fiction texts.  (See Class Generated Poster)
2. Planning:  Writers will choose a memorable time in history and begin to consider the types of problems people faced during that time so that they can develop a problem in their story.  This can be completed in small groups if writers have similar settings.  Writers will use words that describe the time in history so that their writing is genuine to that time in history.  (See Connecting the Setting and the Main Problem)
3. Planning:  Writers will begin to develop potential characters that would match the setting in history so that they can bring those characters to life in a story.  Writers should have no more than two main characters.  (See Character Considerations & extra Florida Center for Reading Research  graphic organizers -Florida Center for Reading Research)
4. Drafting:  Writers will systematically create an entertaining beginning, main event, and extended ending using the Empowering Writers Narrative Writing structure so that their writing is organized and easy to understand.  (See Narrative Writing Diamond)
5. Revising:  Writers will add or remove information so that their readers can better understand what the story is about.  Writers may move parts of the story from one point to another so that they can make their story clearer.  Writers make sure their writing has a strong and clear message from their readers.  (See Self or Peer Revising Checklist – taken from Keys to Literacy)
6. Editing:  Writers will check their narrative for grammar and punctuation, as well as spelling.  (See Self or Peer Editing Checklist)
7. Peer Review:  For both Revising and Editing.  (See Self or Peer Revising and Editing Checklists)
8. Final Copy: Type final copy incorporating all changes.  (See Final Writing Grade Rubric)


	

	Re-teaching strategies will include:
• Help of special education teacher and paraprofessionals to provide support in reinforcing concepts.
• Graphic organizers and/or word banks with historically accurate terms
• Students/Teacher Conferences



	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning


	See Attached:
1. Revising Checklist

2. Editing Checklist

3. Final Writing Rubric


Class Generate Poster
Memorable Times in History
Connecting The Setting and the Main Problem
	Setting
	What Life Was Like
	Problems People Faced



	
	
	


Character Considerations
Character:  _______________________________

	Basic Information
	Traits
	What He/She Might Do

	
	
	


Character:  _______________________________

	Basic Information
	Traits
	What He/She Might Do
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Self or Peer Revising Checklist
Author’s Name:  __________________________________   Date:_______________

Peer Reviewer:   __________________________________

What I like about this writing piece:

	
	Yes
	No

	Is there an entertaining beginning?
	
	Underline any parts that are confusing.

	When you read the piece out loud, does it sound good to you?
	
	Put a ? mark next to spots that are not clear and make suggestions.

	Is the piece organized?
	Provide a specific, positive comment about how the piece was organized.
	Put the letter O in places that are disorganized and make suggestions.

	Is there enough information?
	
	Write INFO in spots that need more and make suggestions.

	Is there enough interesting and varied vocabulary?
	Put a * star in places where rich language was used.
	Put the letter V with suggested vocabulary in places where the word choice could be improved.

	Were transitions used to make connections?
	Circle transition words or phrases that were used effectively.
	Put the letter T in places where a transition would be helpful.

	Is there a good conclusion?
	
	

	Other
	
	


Additional comments or Suggestions:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Self or Peer Editing Checklist
Author’s Name:  __________________________________   Date:_______________

Peer Reviewer:   __________________________________

	Skill
	Self
	Peer
	Teacher

	Grammar & Punctuation:

All grammar (subject/verb agreement) and punctuation (end marks, commas, contractions, etc.) are correct


	
	
	

	Title:

The title of the historical fiction piece was creative and made sense.


	
	
	

	Spelling & Capitalization:

All words were spelled and capitalized correctly.


	
	
	

	Handwriting:

The text was easy to read.


	
	
	

	Other Editing Tips for Making The Writing Stronger:


	
	
	


Final Writing Grade
Name:  __________________________________   Date:  ____________________

Title:   _____________________________________________________________

	Skill
	1
	2
	3

	Characters:  The characters’ actions, words, and problems made sense with the setting of the story.


	
	
	

	Setting:  The setting of the story was based on a real time in history.  It was clearly explained and easy to understand.


	
	
	

	Organization:  The writing was organized in a way that was easy for the reader to follow.  Events were told in chronological order.


	
	
	

	Content:  There was enough background knowledge in the story so that the readers understood the time in history.


	
	
	

	Word Choice:  The language used matched how people would talk and/or act during that time in history.


	
	
	

	Spelling & Capitalization:  All words are spelled and capitalized correctly.


	
	
	

	Handwriting:  The text is easy to read.


	
	
	

	Title:  The title of the historical fiction piece was creative and made sense.


	
	
	

	Grammar & Punctuation:  All grammar (subject/verb agreement) and punctuation (end marks, commas, contractions, etc.) are correct.


	
	
	

	Effort:  It was obvious that there was a great effort to write the best historical fiction piece possible.


	
	
	

	Final Grade:
	
	
	


Comments:
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