	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  2nd                                          

	Unit Title:  Realistic Fiction 
                      .
Established Goals:  This week-long series of lessons prepares the students for the MA.Curriculum Unit, “Realistic Fiction:  Stories Matter,” with an understanding of the characteristics that define this genre, and the author’s purpose for choosing this genre.  Students will complete a series of realistic fiction planning graphic organizers to ultimately create and produce their own illustrated realistic fiction narrative. 


	Understandings: Students will understand that…
· The genre of realistic fiction has defining elements and structure.
· The author’s purpose for writing realistic fiction is to help us to understand our own lives and the lives of others. 


	Essential Questions:
Q1: What are the elements of the genre of realistic fiction?
Q2: Why do we read and write realistic fiction?

Q3: How do we write a realistic fiction story?



	Common Core Standards Mastered
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.3 Write narratives, in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks: 
Students will compose and illustrate a piece of realistic fiction to be displayed in our class library for other students to read.
Before publication, each student will assess their own story, scoring it with the provided rubric.
	Other Evidence: Teacher assesses learning during class discussions, and by observing collaborative partner work.  Leading up to the final publication of their work of realistic fiction, students will complete a series of realistic fiction graphic organizers, which will serve to assess understanding.



	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Necessary Materials:
Poster of definition of realistic fiction
Anchor chart of elements of realistic fiction
Chart of essential questions 
Book, Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst

Book, The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant

Book, Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney
Idea hearts
Graphic organizers:  Realistic Places or Events web; Create a  Character; Get to Know your Character; Describe your Character (character traits); Meet the Family and Friends of Character; Realistic Problems for Character; Choose a Problem and Solution; Plan your Story (sequence chart)

Blank mini books for final product
Lessons:

MONDAY: 
Introduce and define realistic fiction genre.  Ask essential questions and discuss after each.
Q1:  What are the elements of the genre of realistic fiction?  
List student answers.  Then, display elements anchor chart and discuss each element.

Q2:  Why do we read and write realistic fiction? 

List student answers.  Discuss author’s purpose: How realistic fiction can help us understand our own lives and the lives of others.

Q3:  How do we write a realistic fiction story?

In form students that they will each be composing and illustrating their own realistic fiction story to be placed into the class library for classmates to enjoy.
Read aloud,  Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst
Using anchor chart, discuss each element as it relates to this story. (Q1)
Discuss Q2, author’s purpose, and how this story can help us understand our own lives and the lives of others.

Display large copy of “Realistic places or events web,” and fill it out as a whole group activity.

TUESDAY:

Ask students to recall the definition and elements of the genre of realistic fiction.  Display and review definition poster and elements anchor chart.
Read aloud,   The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant
Using anchor chart, discuss each element as it relates to this story. (Q1)

Discuss Q2, author’s purpose, and how this story can help us understand our own lives and the lives of others.

Distribute individual copies of “Realistic places or events web” and have students fill it out with a partner.

Share answers with the class.

Discuss how students will be writing their own piece of realistic fiction.

Distribute idea hearts for students to brainstorm and illustrate story ideas on.

WEDNESDAY:  

Ask students to recall the definition and elements of the genre of realistic fiction.  Display and review definition poster and elements anchor chart.

Read aloud, Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney
Using anchor chart, discuss each element as it relates to this story. (Q1)

Discuss Q2, author’s purpose, and how this story can help us understand our own lives and the lives of others.

Discuss how students will be writing their own piece of realistic fiction.

Distribute idea hearts for students to brainstorm and illustrate story ideas on.

Students will fill out “Create a character; Get to know your character; and Character trait” graphic organizers.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND DURING THE M.C.U. :

Ask students to recall the definition and elements of the genre of realistic fiction.  Display and review definition poster and elements anchor chart.   

Display essential questions chart, and discuss/review each essential question.

From this point on, Thursday continuing through Friday’s class time, and beyond into the following M.C.Unit, “ Realistic Fiction:  Stories Matter,” at a rate differentiated by the individual student’s thinking and writing abilities, the previous and following graphic organizers will be completed: “Meet the Family and Friends; Realistic Problems for the Character, Choose a Problem and Solution, and Plan Your Story .”  These activities will be worked on when time allows during the coming unit.  When students complete the series of graphic organizers, they will compose and illustrate their own realistic fiction story. During the coming unit, frequent reference will be made to our own ongoing works of realistic fiction, to answer questions and address difficulties students might be having with the writing process.  Before producing the final product, students will self- assess their story, using the provided rubric to point out necessary revisions. The completed stories will be laminated and displayed in the class library, available for other students to read.

Differentiation is provided by allowing students to proceed at their own understanding and work rate.  If students have difficulty completing the graphic organizers, support and assistance will be provided by the teacher, or a peer with good understanding.  Small group or individual reteaching of concepts will be provided for students who demonstrate lack of understanding.  Additional examples of realistic fiction can be read and discussed with individuals or small groups of students who are struggling with understanding concepts.  Individual writing support and conferencing will be provided for all students, throughout their writing process.  Students who demonstrate exceptional understanding, and who complete their high- quality writing first, will be allowed to peer-tutor and assist students who have difficulty generating writing.  For students with severe difficulties producing written work, the writing assignment’s length could be shortened from a lengthier story to the reporting of a realistic incident.


	
[image: image1.emf]                                        TOTAL SCORE:      ________  +  ________  +  ________  +  ________  =    ________  

 4    WOW!!!  3    GREAT!  2    YOU    TRIED!  1   TRY  AGAIN!  

CHARACTERS  My  characters  are  interesting  and realistic  My  characters  are realistic  My  characters  are dull  It’s hard to  tell who my  characters  are  

SETTING  Setting is in  modern times  in well - described,  realistic  place  Setting is  realistic time  and place  Setting is not  well  described  Can’t tell  when or  where this  story  happens  

PROBLEM  Problem is  realistic and  clearly  described  Problem  could be real  Problem is  difficult to  understand  Problem  couldn’t  really happen  

SOLUTION  Solution is  interesting  and could  really happen  Solution  could happen  Solution  doesn’t make  sense  Lacking  solution   

REALISTIC FICTION SCORING RUBRIC  
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