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Common Core Standards:  All students reach grade level standards mastery
If struggling students aren’t reading and writing, Common Core Standards are out the window, Teacher focuses on any and all ways for resources to help way behind students to catch up before they fall out of the system.
Seek any and all assistance in bringing students who can’t read, can’t write up to speed: Crack the code of reading; Work to get ideas out in writing.

1. From MCAS to Common Core: Huge Shift “Before MCAS” teachers used the Writing Process to develop student writing – 
Stage I  Idea development:  Brainstorm, draft, idea development, peer editor, peer buddy – teacher-assigned peer reads for ideas using idea development guidelines 

Stage II. Shape the writing Paragraphing, Organization, Introduction and “Hook,” Conclusion, last is Title to capture the essence

Stage III Edit for Conventions: spelling, typos, punctuation, sentencing

        Surface vs. Content  Looks good or Is good  Form versus Idea Development
AM “After MCAS” kicked in, “Formulaic Writing,” i.e., Hamburger writing, Oreo Cookie writing   Open Response questions expected Structured Response
Common Core Upside Down writing:  Not “Form” but “Getting Ideas out,” “Idea Development.”

2. Writing Helps Thinking, Writing IS Thinking
Common Core Standards:  Build from year to year, to high level understandings

3. Scaffolding for Struggling Students:  Free Resources Keys to Literacy web site templates, www.engageny.org    www.teacherspayteachers.com   https://keystoliteracy.com/resources/worksheets/        
 Florida Center for Reading Research    http://www.fcrr.org/  (Excellent source for special ed reading support)
