	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  12                                                                                                Teacher’s name   

	Unit Title: College Essay   
                     
Established Goals:
This unit is designed to guide and instruct students as they produce an effective and thoughtful college essay.  As the name states, the assignment is intended for college applications, but the work and the lessons learned along the way can be applied to many other “assignments,” such as the personal essay and cover letter or professional writing.  Students will master the many stages of writing an effective essay.



	Understandings: Students will understand that
· Writing is a process with many stages
· An effective essay begins and ends with powerful, interesting lines
· Effective peer and self-editing are essential elements of the writing process
	Essential Questions:
· What strengths do I have that define me?
· What experiences have I had that have made me who I am?
· How can I best present myself in writing?



	Common Core Standards Mastered
· ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience.

· ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
· Students will complete an effective college essay
· Students will compile a college essay portfolio including evidence of:
· Brainstorming

· Personal Timeline
· Essay “free write”
· Thorough self-editing

· Thorough peer editing

· Multiple drafts and revisions

· Reflection on the writing process

	Other Evidence:
Students will:
· Effectively evaluate model and peer-generated texts

· Evaluate and reflect upon their own essays

· Effectively collaborate with peers

· Articulate and identify characteristics of a strong essay

· Define and “think like” the audience for the essay

· Participate in student/teacher and peer conferences


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities
Students complete: 
· Brainstorming exercise where they think about their experiences and traits and interview peers about their impressions of them

· “Personal timeline” assignment, creating visual timeline of their lives with ups and downs and illustrative pictures
· College essay “free write” in which they attempt to get their ideas down on paper without concern for length, format, or mechanics

· Work in heterogeneous peer groups to read and evaluate samples of strong college essays, noting the characteristics thereof

· Multiple drafts of the college essay

· Group work mini-lessons on:

· Strong opening lines

· Characteristics of great essays

· Strong closing lines

· Rigorous self-editing using reading paper aloud, and self-edit guide

· Rigorous peer editing using peer edit guide

· Student/teacher conference

· Share essays in small group and whole class format

· Admissions Counselor lesson (asked to play the role of the counselor, reading multiple college essays and deciding who should be admitted and why)

· Written reflection on the writing process


	Re-Teaching 
for students who do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	Methods for re-teaching:
· Extra use of model texts, especially model texts that suit the students’ chosen subject and abilities

· Writing conferences (one-on-one with teacher and with peer editor)

· Deliberate choices of appropriate peer editors

· Opportunities to continue revising, revising, and revising


	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning


	College Essay

Check YOUR work!
Criteria

Excellent

Good

Needs Work

Let’s Talk

Reveals author in a positive way

Several positive traits of author

Some positive traits

Not sufficient positive traits!

Give yourself positive traits!

Engaging topic

Highly engaging
Engaging
Needs work
Re-think how to be engaging
Clear, concise essay

Very clear and concise, to the point
Clear and concise
Needs tightening
Delete any unnecessary word
Make briefer and to the point
Strong “hook”

Great hook!
Good hook!
What’s a good hook for this?
Please add a great hook for me!
Well organized

Strong organization
Good organization
Revisit organization
Organize your ideas!
Striking conclusion

Ending sums up and takes to a new next thought
Sums up, but add a strong new next thought
Add a new next thought for conclusion
Lacks summary conclusion and next new idea
Spelling and  Grammar

No errors

Few errors

Many errors

Review with a peer to correct errors
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