	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  6                                                                          Teacher’s name:   

	Unit Title:   Folktale themes and the details that convey them 

Established Goals: 

Students will determine the theme or central idea of a variety of folktales and display understanding of how the theme/central idea is conveyed through particular details.
Students will write a summary of a folktale that is distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
Please write an overall description of your unit

 Students will read folktales from multiple cultures to learn that a text’s central idea is conveyed through the details in the text. Students will also learn that the central idea of a folktale can teach the reader about the culture that created that tale and what personality traits were valued by that culture. The class will read three core texts. The Living Kuan-Yin, a Chinese folktale; The Old Man and Woman Who Switched Jobs, a Swedish folktale; and The Legend of the Hummingbird; a Puerto Rican folktale. These core texts will be the basis of whole class lessons and discussions about central idea and how it is conveyed through particular details. Students will also read texts independently that are matched to the student’s reading level. Students will write summaries of the folktales that are at their independent reading level. 



	Understandings: Students will understand that…
*The theme or central idea of a text is conveyed through particular details

*Analyzing folktales can teach readers about the personality traits that are valued in a culture

*A summary of text should include the most important information, including identifying the central idea, and it should be free of personal opinions or judgments

	Essential Questions:
*How do the particular details of a story convey the overall meaning, message or theme of the story?
*What makes an effective summary? 

*How does a folktale teach readers about the personality traits that are important in that culture? 


	Common Core Standards 

RL.6.2   
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
In a short piece of writing student will identify a central idea of a folktale and how particular details convey that central idea. 
Students will write a summary of a folktale that is free of personal opinions and judgments. 

Students will participate in a Socratic Seminar discussion about multiple folktales in which they will identify a central idea and give supporting details from the text. 


	Other Evidence:
Teacher will read aloud a folktale and identify the central idea, students will provide particular details that support that theme (note-taking sheet).
Students will create a “personal ad” in which they write a letter seeking friendship from the viewpoint of a character from a folktale. Students will present their “personal ad” to classmates. 


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
I. Identifying central idea in a folktale – whole class
Teacher will read aloud a folktale titled, The Living Kuan-Yin. Students will work in pairs or teams of three to discuss questions. Students will work with their partners to determine the central idea of the text. Once the central idea is identified (that doing good deeds for others is a reward in and of itself; that helping others often leads to happiness for oneself), students will work to find the details in the story that support and prove this central idea. Student work will be completed on a guided note-taking sheet. 
II. Identifying personality traits in a main character, and how analyzing character helps identify the central idea – students will work in pairs 
Since folktales often have a central idea that is tied to the main character’s personality traits, students will work in pairs to complete a character analysis of the main character in The Living Kuan-Yin. Students will identify the main character traits of Chin Po-Wan (he is generous, trustworthy and selfless). Students will find specific examples from the text that support the character trait they identified. Students will explain how the main characters traits are connected to the central idea of the text. Pairs of students will take turns presenting their findings to other pairs who read the same folktale. After presenting their findings, students will create a character “personal ad”. The “personal ad” is a short piece of writing in which the student writes a personal ad seeking friendship from the perspective of the character that students analyzed. Within the personal ad, students will describe their personality traits (identified in the folktale) and why that makes the character a desirable friend. Students then present their personal ads to other pairs of students. 
III. Identifying central idea in a folktale - pairs

Students will partner read (teacher will pair students) either The Legend of the Hummingbird, a Puerto Rican folktale, or The Old Man and Woman Who Switched Jobs, a Swedish folktale. Students will identify the central idea and write a paragraph in which they identify and explain the central idea, and then give supporting details from the story which conveys the central idea. (See rubric below) 
IV. Summary of a folktale

Students will read one of the following folktales, depending on their independent reading level.

-Why Monkeys Live in Trees (lower level)
-Armadillo’s Song (lower level)
-The Frog Who Wanted to be a Singer (middle level)
-Pele’s Revenge (middle level)

-The Prayer that was Answered (higher level)
-In the Land of Small Dragon (higher level) 
After reading, students will complete a plot organizer and then use the organizer to help them write a summary. (See rubric below)
V. Class discussion – Socratic Seminar
After students complete all of the above tasks, the unit will culminate in a Socratic Seminar Discussion. By this point in the year, students have already participated in multiple Socratic Seminars, so they are familiar with rules, expectations and the scoring rubric. Prior to the Socratic Seminar, students will create their own open-ended questions. In addition to student questions, the following questions will be included:  
*What are the central ideas of the folktales we read? 
*What particular details helped convey those central ideas? 
*What personality traits were valued by the cultures that gave us these stories? 

*Why did different cultures produce similar folktales?          

Active learning strategies
1. Pairs of students present their findings about personality traits and the details that support them.

2. Students will create and present a character “personal ad” about a character they analyzed. 

3. Socratic Seminar discussion, in which students prepare some questions, but also discuss key questions mentioned above. 

Differentiation: 
ELL students will receive a word bank for difficult vocabulary for the partner reading in learning activity III. 

ELL students will be paired up with a native English speaker for the partner reading in learning activity III. 

ELL students will be given question prompts and response prompts prior to the class discussion in learning activity V.​
Gifted and talented students will read additional folktales and compare/contrast the central ideas. In a piece of writing, gifted and talented students will also answer the question, Why do different cultures produce folktales that are often so similar? 


	Re-teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	Describe how you will re-teach your learning unit to students who have not attained proficiency.
Sample models may be seen at www.kayscheidler.com at the Teaching units link
What different materials, learning activities and modifications will you use to teach in another way to help a struggling child learn?
Re-teaching will be done in small groups. Students will be assigned folktales that match independent reading levels. For students on IEPs, folktales will be downloaded to their Learning Ally accounts (audiobooks). Students on IEPs will also receive additional support during their Guided Academic (support) block. Students on IEPs are in a co-taught class, so the co-teacher (Special Educator) and the regular education teacher will meet with small groups of students for pre-teaching of vocabulary, and reviewing of readings. Students will also receive graphic organizers for writing pieces. 
For ELL students, they will conduct multiple readings with the same folktale. For the folktale they will be given a vocabulary sheet, so that challenging words are defined. They will read it silently, teacher will read it aloud, then they will partner read it. ELL students will be given a question/response bank prior to the Socratic seminar discussion, so that they can prepare responses ahead of time. 


	Rubrics:
1. Folktale Summary Rubric

2. Identifying the Central Idea Rubric

3. Participation in the Socratic Seminar Rubric


	Name _________________________________________________ Class Block ____________

Folktale Summary Rubric

            4
             3
             2 

            1

Includes key story elements such as character names, setting, conflict and central idea

All key elements

are included

Most key

elements are

included

Some key

elements are

included

No key elements

are included

Includes important events from the story

All important

events from the

story are

included

Most important

events from the

story are

included

Some important

events from the

story are

included

The summary is

lacking

important events

Uses transitions effectively

Effective

transitions are

used throughout

the summary

Transitions are

used, but some

are not effective

Few transitions

are used/

transitions are

not effective

No transitions

are used

Includes only relevant statements without opinions

No irrelevant

statements or

personal

opinions are

included

Some irrelevant

statements or

personal

opinions are

included

Many irrelevant

statements or

personal

opinions are

included

Summary strays far from topic/

includes many  personal opinions

Name __________________________________________                    Class Block_________________

      Identifying the Central Idea in a Written Response

          Mastery

       Proficient

       Beginning 

Central Idea

Student clearly and correctly identifies the central idea of the folktale. 

Student identifies a central idea, though the explanation is somewhat unclear. 

Student attempts to identify the central idea, but the explanation is limited or unclear. 

Particular Details that support the Central Idea

Student identifies 4-5 particular details/pieces of evidence from the folktale that support the central idea. Student offers a clear explanation of how the details convey the central idea. 

Student identifies 2-3 particular details/pieces of evidence from the folktale that support the central idea. Student offers a limited explanation of how the details convey the central idea. 

Student identifies 1 particular detail/piece of evidence from the folktale that supports the central idea. Student offer a weak explanation, or none at all, of how the details convey the central idea. 

Mechanics

Paper may contain very few errors, but these are not really noticeable. 

Paper may have noticeable mechanical errors, but these do not interfere with the reader’s ability to understand the piece of writing. 

Paper has numerous mechanical errors which make it difficult for the reader to understand the piece of writing. 

Socratic Seminar Rubric

         4

      3

          2

     1

Conduct

*Patient with differing opinions.

*Asks for clarification.

*Brings others into the dialogue.

*Very focused on the dialogue.

*Respectful.

*Comments, but does not attempt to involve others.

*Generally focused.

*Participates but shows impatience.

*Some focus.

*Engages in “sidebar” conversations.

*Disrespectful.

*Argumentative.

*Does not participate.

Speaking

*Speaks to all participants.

*Articulate.

*Takes a leadership role without monopolizing the discussion.

*Speaks to most participants.

*Attempts to move on to new ideas.

*Tends to “ramble on” after making a point.

*Speaks too softly.

*Needs prompting to get involved.

*Has no sustainable point
*Monopolizes the discussion.

*Reluctant to speak.

*Comments do not support point.

Reasoning

*Cites relevant text.

*Relates topic to outside knowledge and other topics.

*Makes connections between own thoughts and others’.

*Willing to take an alternate viewpoint.

*Asks questions to further dialogue.

*Makes limited connections to others’ ideas.

*Some intriguing points that merit reaction.

*Some references to text.

*Accurate on minor points, but misses the main point.

*No textual support; “talking of the top of your head.”

*Refuses to acknowledge alternate viewpoints.

*Illogical comments.

*Ignores the movement of the seminar.

Listening

*Writes down comments, questions, ideas.

*Builds on other’s ideas & gives others credit.

*Generally attentive and focused.

*Responds thoughtfully.

*Takes some notes.

*Appears disconnected.

*Takes limited notes.

*Inattentive.

*Comments show lack of understanding.

*Takes no notes.

Reading/

Preparation
*Familiar with text.

*Understands major concepts.

*Writing assignment completed on time.

*Fairly familiar with text.

*Asks for references.

*Writing assignment completed on time.
*Confused with key concepts of text.

*Writing assignment may be completed on time.

*Unfamiliar with text.

*Writing assignment completed but not on time.

Either create and post here your own rubric here for a key learning area of your unit 

or you may do an internet search to find a rubric that suits your learning plan

You may see sample rubric models at www.kayscheidler.com at the left side panel Teaching Units link
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