	Understanding by Design     STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  Can be modified for any grade level                   Teacher’s name   Katherine Scheidler


	Unit Title:   Stand Up
Established Goals:      Students will learn to read text closely to determine central idea and supporting evidence, and write in response to a question on main idea and supporting evidence, using the five facets of Argument or Essay Writing piece, and use the Writing Process to develop high quality writing.



	Understandings: 
Students will understand how to develop a strong Text Based Essay to write about a text with a claim that responds to a Standard question and provides an Introductory Claim, Text Evidence, Transitional linking words, and summary Conclusion that sums up one’s points and leads to a next new point.

	Essential Questions:
How do you determine the Central Idea of text?

What evidence can you provide to make a strong case for your analysis of text?

Why is it important to make a strong case for your position, in general, with your statement and supporting evidence?




	MA ELA Standards Learning Goals
1. Read closely to determine what a text states explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from a text. (Reading Standard 1)
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.   (Reading Standard 2)
3. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. (Writing, 2)

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   (Writing Standard 4)
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.  (Writing Standard 5)

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
Each student will complete a final Text Based Essay that demonstrates mastery of the five facets of the Essay Writing Type, and uses the Writing Process to improve the quality of writing.
	Other Evidence:
Participation as a peer editor of a peer’s writing, evidence of revisions of one’s first draft, ability to accurately read for central idea and supporting evidence


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING  ACTIVITIES


	Summary of Learning Activities:
Students 

· Begin with teacher instruction on determining central idea and supporting evidence

· Work in small groups with varied achievement level readings to determine central idea and evidence and report back to the class, revise as needed
· Participate in Fishbowl reading and discussion practice to read for central idea and evidence using initially simple text, then moving to more complex text
· In Fishbowl activities, students learn to refine central idea and evidence to be most appropriate to the text

· Following Fishbowl discussions, each student writes using the Essay format, using “Text-Based Essay” questions taken from the sample tests, to familiarize students with the question

· Beginning with small and simple and a brief timed period, students begin to learn to provide simple, basic feedback on peer editing of the Fishbowl writing drafts

· The teacher and other students model giving and receiving peer edit comments

· The teacher assigns and re-assigns as needed varied peer editors for maximum effectiveness

· Students are provided excellent models for the final Text-Based Essay final product, which may come from the class writings

· Good class Text Based Essay writing pieces are read aloud in class and discussed; copied to read

· Mini- lessons are provided in such areas as brainstorming on good Transitional words and phrases, on Bright Beginnings for effective “Hooks” as Introductory statements that state an appropriate central idea in a vivid way, and varied means of finding the best text evidence   Strategies are providing students with a range to select best item, games in which students work in teams or small groups to come up with the best examples, and work on best conclusions that sum up what’s been stated and move to a new thought


	Re-teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	Re-Teaching for students who do not attain Proficient in the reading and/or writing piece, will be assessed for their particular needs and provided either more appropriate reading for the student’s reading level, and or individual assistance with the writing to develop writing area(s) of need.  Students may be asked to speak out the writing response first, with the teacher taking notes, and then move to the student writing out a draft, peer editing using the rubric, revision, and final edit.


	Rubric 

to Guide and Assess Learning


	The Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning is the “Text Based Essay” Writing Rubric
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