	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  4th                                                                          Teacher’s name   


	Unit Title:   Revising Fiction: 
                            Writing is Interesting with the Words We Choose
                      
Established Goals: This unit is part of a larger Fictional Writing Unit.  The goal of this unit is to have students revise a piece of fictional writing to make it more powerful with stronger use of language including dialogue, figurative language, and powerful & descriptive language.


	Understandings: Students will understand that writers make deliberate choices about the language they use in their writing to make the reader more interested and engaged. 
	Essential Questions:
· How can I use powerful words in my writing?
· Do I use dialogue to show the thoughts and actions of my characters?

· How can I use figurative language in my writing?




	Common Core Standards Mastered
MA CC State Standards
4.3    Write narratives in prose or poem form to develop experiences or events using effective literary techniques, descriptive details, and clear sequences. 
       b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences or events or show responses to situations.

       d. Use concrete words and phrases, figurative language such as similes and metaphors, and sensory details to convey experiences or events precisely. 



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
Students will work to revise a draft of their writing to include dialogue, figurative language and descriptive word choice.
Students will engage in peer editing to improve their word choice.
	Other Evidence:
The final piece of writing will be evaluated using the attached fictional writing rubric


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
1) “Dialogue Rules” mini lesson:  Read a short passage of dialogue with students.  Brainstorm what they notice about how dialogue is used.   Come up with “rules” for using dialogue.  Include “rules” in their writer’s notebook and then send students off to add dialogue to their stories.  Share some new dialogue.
2) “Other Words for Said” mini lesson:  Re-read short passage of dialogue from prior lesson.  Have students note how many ways does the author say “said”.  Create a chart together with all the different possibilities for saying “said”.   Have students jot some ideas in their writer’s notebooks. Send students off to revise their writing of the word “Said”.  Share some examples of their changes

3) “Overused Words” mini lesson:  Place students in groups of 4-5.  Distribute adjective/word cards to each group.  Read a “How you feel” card and challenge students to find adjectives to match.  Chart words and have students note them in their writer’s notebooks.   Send students off to write utilizing some of these words in revising their writing.  Share.
4) “Figurative language” mini lesson: Using a KWL chart, list out figurative language terms and brainstorm what students already know (K).  For any term that students don’t know or aren’t clear on, define it for them (W).  Brainstorm examples for each (L).  Challenge students to revise their writing to include figurative language.  Send them off to write and then come back to share some examples.

5) “Show Don’t Tell” mini lesson:  Using a “Show Don’t Tell” organizer with examples of plain descriptions, explain to students that writers want to SHOW their readers a mood, so they use descriptive language.  They should complete the “show” side of the organizer with examples of more descriptive language.  Include chart in their writer’s notebook.  Send students off to revise using descriptive language and then share.
6) Self Assessment:  Students will utilize the self assessment checklist to review their fictional piece

7) Students will participate in peer editing to edit and provide feedback to a peer’s fictional piece.



	Re-Teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	· Conferencing with individual students 
· Use of brainstorming charts created during mini lessons

· Graphic organizers to help organize and practice

· Use of writer’s notebook to reference teaching points



	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning


	1) Calkins’ Rubric for Narrative Writing (for evaluating complete piece)
2) Calkin’s Narrative Writing Checklist (for self assessing writing)

3) Peer Editing Checklist
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