	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  4

	Unit Title:   Narrative Writing
Established Goals: 

Students will work in writer’s workshop to learn how to start, draft, revise and publish a personal narrative that includes writing techniques, description and clear sequencing to keep a reader’s interest.                         


	Understandings 

Students will understand the qualities of good personal narrative writing and be able to use these techniques in their own writing.

	Essential Question 

What does a writer need to include in a personal narrative to keep a reader interested


	Common Core Standards
· Write narratives to develop experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequence. (roduce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 


W.3.4 a-e)

· MA.3.A Write stories, poems, and scripts that use similes and/or metaphors.

· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.4)

· With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.5.4)

· Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences. (W.10.4)
· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. (L.1.4 a-h)s 



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Task 

The teacher will meet with students daily to conference about their writing and to assess each student’s progress. The teacher will keep a running record of student/teacher conferences.
See rubric below

	Other Evidence:
The students will pick one piece of writing to publish and it will be scored according to the rubric for personal narrative writing.


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities 
1. Generate many ideas for personal narratives, using the strategies taught. 

2. Contribute to a poster board on the qualities of good narrative writing

3. Tell and then write their story. 

4. Pick a story to write and publish.

5. Analyze literature for effective leads and craft several leads for their story. 

6. Analyze literature for effective endings and craft several endings for their story

7. Make a movie in their minds to help them write in a way that allows readers to experience the situation. 

8. Learn the reasons for a new paragraph; divide their writing into paragraphs. 

9. Use paragraphing to help them discover places that need more elaboration; paragraphing for dialogue. 

10. Look for similes in literature, discuss use.

11. Determine the heart of their story and write this with a lot of detail..

12. Work with the teacher and peers to revise and edit their writing piece.
13. Use an editing checklist to edit their work. Write a final draft.
Active learning strategies

· The students will spend most of writing workshop each day writing in their journals and trying the techniques covered in the daily mini-lesson. 

· Together we will read examples of good and poor writing. We will discuss the attributes of good writing and how to fix poor writing. 

· Writers will recruit readers to help find places where his/her draft is confusing.
· Once students have drafted a lead, they will meet with partners to share.

Differentiation

· Students will story tell aloud to partners and/or small groups to help students having difficulty finding a topic.

· Students who have difficulty sequencing may use a storyboard to assist them.

· Students will use graphic organizers and rubrics for revising and editing their own work. The editing checklist will be simpler for struggling writers and more advanced for experienced writers.
· Peer writing conferences will be heterogeneously grouped as will writing partners.
Re-teach if necessary
· The teacher will devote more time to conferencing with struggling writers. 

· The teacher will check in with struggling writers after a mini-lesson 

· The teacher with provide struggling writers with rubrics and graphic organizers to help keep them and their writing focused. 

· Writing will be revised to meet grade level


Fresh Ideas

Strategies for Generating Narrative Writing
1. Think of a person who is important to you. List small moments with this person. Pick one small moment and write the story. 

2. Think of a place that is important to you.  List small moments that you have had in this place. Pick one small moment and write the story. 

3. Think of an object that is important to you. List small moments that you have had with this object. Pick one small moment and write the story. 
Qualities of Good Narrative Writing
· Write a little seed story; don’t write all about a giant watermelon topic

· Zoom in so you tell the most important parts of the story

· Include true, exact details from the movie you have in your mind

· Begin with a strong lead—maybe setting, action, dialogue, or a combination to create mood

· Make a strong ending—maybe use important actions, dialogue, images and whole-story reminders that make a lasting impression

· Relive the episode as you write it (use dialogue & exact details)

· Develop the heart of the story

· All stories have titles

Rubric to guide and assessment the different narrative pieces Below:

Writing Rubric

	6           Awesome!
	5           Strong!
	4           Good!

	__Catchy Title

__Told a seed story

__Entertaining beginning

__Storytelling of strong details, especially at heart of the story

__A lot of rich language, vivid  vocabulary, and similes

__Effective use of dialogue

__Satisfying conclusion

__Excellent command of conventions

__Story flows well due to transitions

__3 or more pages


	__Fitting Title

__Told a seed story

__Entertaining beginning

__Storytelling of strong details

__Story flows well due to transitions

__some rich language, vivid vocabulary,  and similes

__Use of dialogue


__ conclusion bring story to appropriate end

__ Adequate use of conventions

__2-3 pages


	__ Title

__Told a seed story

__Interesting beginning

__Storytelling of adequate details

__Story flows due to transitions

__some variety in language, vivid vocabulary or similes

__Use of dialogue

__ conclusion bring story to an end

__ some use of conventions

__2 pages



	3    A few things to work on!
	2           You’re on your way!
	1        Let’s discuss this!

	__ Title

__Told a watermelon story

__Has a beginning paragraph

__Summarized many details

__Has some transitions, but story doesn’t flow well

__Little  variety in language, vivid vocabulary or similes

__little or incorrect use of dialogue

__ abrupt ending

__ some use of conventions

__1-2 pages


	__ Simple or missing title

__Told a watermelon story

__Summarized many details

__Events not all in logical order

__Story does not flow.

__ Reader has many questions

__list-like, without details, dull

__ no dialogue

__ no real ending

__ poor use of conventions

__ 1 page
	__ Simple or missing title

__ told a watermelon story

__Summary, missing detail

__Lacks organization, events out of order

__Reader is confused

__Simple language

__No dialogue

__No ending

__ Weak use of conventions

__ Less than 1 page


A student’s writing may be strong in one of these areas, but need work in another area, and/ or discuss with the teacher to improve.
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