	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  6

	Unit Title:   Figurative Language
Established Goals:     Varied learning activities will help students master and apply figurative language.



	Understandings 

RL 6.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language and connotative meanings.
	Essential Question:
How does figurative language contribute to meaning?


	Common Core Standards 
RL 6.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language and connotative meanings.

Learning Objectives

      1.Students will listen to the explanation of similes and metaphors.

2. Students will recognize the difference between similes and metaphors.

3. Students will read a short poem composed of similes and metaphors.

4. Students will collaborate to identify the similes and metaphors in their group.

5. Students will watch a short video on the smart board in order to gain a visual and audio aid to understanding metaphors and similes, thus connecting their academic life to their personal/social life (better understanding)

6. Students will revisit the poem and identify the similes and metaphors on their own.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
Students will be given a short poem in which to identify these literary elements.

	Other Evidence:
IEP Students:  These students will be given a modified test composed of ten similes and ten metaphors.  They will distinguish between the two.




	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
· Teacher will verbally and visually introduce, present and explain similes and metaphors, by writing the examples on the board and explaining them.  (5-10 mins)
· The students will then read the poem Harvest Moon (attached below), and then attempt, in their groups to identify the similes and metaphors together. (5-7 mins)
· Once students complete the identification process, they will then watch a video on You Tube (on the Smartboard) that is composed of popular songs, from popular music artists.  The songs selected in the video are songs which contain both similes and metaphors.  The similes and metaphors are presented underlined in the lyrics of the songs.  (Similes and Metaphors in Pop Music Movie.wmv ipad)  These songs are from artists like Selena Gomez, Katie Perry, Kanye West, etc. so it creates a connection between school and their social life.
· Check in with kids once the video is over for understanding.
· Have them revisit the poem to see if they now, after the video, understand it better.
Differentiation

1. Struggling reader- Video, audio, reading, group work, repetition

2. ELL student-          Video, audio, reading, group work, repetition

3. Special ed child-    Video, audio, reading, group work, repetition

4. Advanced student- Video, audio, reading, group work, repetition.  These students will be given the opportunity to help the struggling ones.  If this is complete, they will be given a more difficult poem to read and in which to identify these literary devices.
“Re-teach” activities

Students will be asked to bring in a copy of lyrics from their favorite song and either have identified these elements and/or identify them with a partner or group.

Figurative Language Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1c6zF9aJxs



                                                                          See poem below
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Harvest Moon





Drowsy after a day of carnival fun,





Rocked gently homeward in the car,





I have almost fallen asleep





when the moon rises like a dream





outside my back-seat window.





It is the world’s largest Ferris wheel,





bright as a beacon,





welcoming all riders.





It is a giant pumpkin slowly ripening,





Outgrowing its protective ground cover.





It is the face of a smiling friend





who wants to play hide-and-seek





behind the highway’s bare trees.





I smile back at my friend





And drift off to sleep.





Maybe I’ll play when I awaken.
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