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Best Practice

1. Teach for 2.Explicitly stated information and inference, Standard 1

Character Traits

Teacher finds best quotes to use from the text that are key quotes

These quotes may be on central idea, character traits, irony, figurative language, how words convey tone, use of context clues for vocabulary, images and text, or any areas being taught

Teacher asks the students about the quotes.

Some students respond to questions; others don’t

Some students’ minds are elsewhere

Because the teacher is getting some response, the teacher moves along

Some students don’t understand the ideas being discussed; others may be beyond the simpler level.

Next Practice
Task is “flipped,” turned over to the students

Students are provided with scaffolding to work together in a group to find key quotes

This begins with character traits or other similarly easier pieces of literary analysis

Students report back as a group on what they find and why the quote reveals character

Students create Powerpoint to present their findings

Powerpoints are critiqued by another group using a peer editing guide to ensure the powerpoint addresses the issues 

Students learn Prezi, and/or Pechu Kucha, more engaging presentation formats

Words match images Students find images to illustrate text clues and inference, such as different flowers that represent different character traits.

Standard 7, Words and Images is added to this learning activity
Best Practice
2. Peer editing

Based on teacher assessment of where students are in their writing, teacher develops a rubric or a list of questions for peers to edit and confer on with their partners.

Students revise and edit their work and turn it in to the teacher for a grade.
Next Practice
Peer editing

Peers check for basic lower level “corrections”
Peers are provided with list of editing areas or rubric

Peers are provided with ways to frame comments, such as, “I really like what you wrote,  I’m just not sure what this means right here.  Please explain this to me. OK, great, now can you just write that down here, just what to explained to me now>:
Teacher reads through the writing piece and confers individually with each student holistically for idea development and other needed areas, such as organization,introductions, conclusions, word choice, sentencing, conventions, as needed
Advantage to teacher: students learn in editing or commenting on another’s writing, takes low level burden from the teacher.

Teacher helps students move to high quality writing through the individual conferencing, making future writing of higher quality.  Win-Win.
Best Practice

3.Socratic Seminar Fishbowl
Students count off “1,2, 1, 2,” etc

Half of the class (All “1” students) form an Inner Circle, the other half (all the “2” students) form an Outer Circle 

Inner circle is provided a short text

Text may be a poem, a key chapter from text studied, a more challenging or an especially key passage from text, or an editorial or letter to the editor os sports piece celebrating victory or bemoaning loss, or an especially interesting film review.

Inner circle on their own discuss text.

Discussion prompts may be provided on the text paper.

Teacher observes but does not speak or intervene.
Outer circle observes process


Outer circle does not have a copy of the text

Outer circle then studies and discusses the same text

Students learn from looking at just one piece and process

                  Next Practice
Socratic Seminar Fishbowl
Inner Circle and Outer Circle both have the same text to study

Outer Circle is given by the teacher a list of practices to observe.  Each outer circle member is told by the teacher which practice to observe.
Practices to observe apply not to discussion process, such as who in the Inner Circle didn’t speak, but to observe what in text reading and analysis

Observation questions are on such areas as what good points were made on the text, when was strong observation made, who helped move the discussion along, when was good analysis shown, who made clues to making meaning, for figurative language that adds to meaning, etc.
Outer circle moves to be the inner Circle then studies and discuss a different text
Inner circle moves to be the Outer Circle and observes for text analysis Students are initially given guided questions to follow to study.  These are gradually eliminated til students are given a piece of text and can analyze on their own. Scaffolding is removed, over time  Students learn from peers and contribute more.  Students learn Standards learning more quickly, well from working on their own, from where they are in own learning
Best Practice

4.Research Project

Student works alone individually on one’s own research and paper.

Students are taken step by step through the process, by the teacher
Students are each interviewed by the teacher to ensure that the student has selected and refined a research topic that the student has a strong interest in pursuing, and to ensure the topic is approachable and appropriate for the student.
Only the top level students write research papers and use the full process of research and writing best practice

The teacher reads each paper for all facets of research, documentation, paraphrasing, plagiarism.
Next Practice

Research Project

Students work in a pair in or small teams

In a team, each student becomes the expert in one area, such as note taking, paraphrasing, source documentation, assessing sources, and explains this to the team and monitors this in the project.
All students are provided access to large data bases.  All students, for example, have on-line access to the Public Library.
Team experts in each area meet together and compare findings and all agree on the common elements to teach (Teacher checks to approve this)  Each expert guides the team through the process

Students each create a web site to present their findings.

Students as a team interview primary sources and/or experts via Skype 

Students integrate relevant supporting evidence such as video clips, images, sound, sound clips of interviews with experts.

Each student writes a research paper following specified guidelines.

Students peer edit, peer review others’ research papers with an editing guide to read  for coherent writing, paper guidelines.

Almost all CCSS Writing Standards are met in this process. Struggling students may have smaller projects.

Best Practice

5.Explicitly stated information and inference, Standard 1

Character Traits

Teacher finds best quotes to use from the text that are key quotes

These quotes may be on central idea, character traits, irony, figurative language, how words convey tone, use of context clues for vocabulary, images and text, or any areas being taught

Teacher asks the students about the quotes.

Some students respond to questions; others don’t

Some students’ minds are elsewhere

Because the teacher is getting some response, the teacher moves along

Some students don’t understand the ideas being discussed; others may be beyond the simpler level.

Next Practice
Task is “flipped,” turned over to the students

Students are provided with scaffolding to work together in a group to find key quotes

This begins with character traits or other similarly easier pieces of literary analysis

Students report back as a group on what they find and why the quote reveals character

Students create Powerpoint to present their findings

Powerpoints are critiqued by another group using a peer editing guide to ensure the powerpoint addresses the issues 

Students learn Prezi, and/or Pechu Kucha, more engaging presentation formats

Words match images Students find images to illustrate text clues and inference, such as different flowers that represent different character traits.

Standard 7, Words and Images is added to this learning activity
