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MCAS and PARCC: What’s the Same:                                                            

                                                                                                                               WE LIKE CHALLENGES
I. Tests same 4 skills as MCAS: Close reading, inference, central idea, writing on examples from passage, use of context clues for vocabulary 

II. MCAS trickiness:  Look at line 4, paragraph 2.  Meaning is in lines before and after the referenced line.  (This is standard; may also appear on PARCC)
III. Varied background information: Surfing, Miguel, Hispanic lit., dialect, Shakespeare 
IV. PARCC is more reliable – not the variation in passage reading level.

V. Exciting time of change and challenge
VI. Multiple choice: Use “process of elimination”
VII.Goal: Narrow the Achievement Gap between more advantaged students and struggling students
What’s Different:

I. Not formulaic, “hamburger” writing, not “five-paragraph essay”
II. Content and idea development valued over format

III. Don’t see released items: But released items not very helpful after the fact, usually not studied

IV. More different types of writing: narrative may be “how to” plant flowers, “how to” take the T.
V. Must use the five facets of a writing type such as Argument; can practice this, peer edit
VI. Student growth from year to year measured, not all students reach Proficient.  This hurts district in which students are already high demographic, high performing; helps subgroup kids
VII. Students are only counted in one category instead of possibly 4: Hispanic, low income, Special Ed, aggregate, providing more support of “subgroup” numbers of students, urban 

PARCC Positives
I  When teachers teach the CCSS in such a way that students learn them, this is seen in test results

II PARCC tests the Common Core Grade Level Standards – Closely tied

III. Grade level Standards are specific, clear, expected and tested (It’s OK to teach to the test)
IV. Build on skills and understandings each year; this year’s students had previous year’s work
V.Stated Standards words/ language are the same language terminology used in test items: 
Use these terms, not “the main idea” but “central idea,” “theme”
New areas tested with PARCC:

I. Grade level Research ability
II. Find inference/ main idea, WRITE SBOUT SUPPORTING DETAILS
III. Can’t predict type of long composition for the grade level: practice all three
PARCC/ Common Core main tested areas: close reading, details to support Standard, argument, words create tone, compare and contrast, context clues for word meaning, how point of view or purpose shapes meaning or tone – humorous, sad, joyful, despair, varied writing for varied purpose and audience
Beware of PARCC rubrics: holistic assessment, not instructional guidance for good writing
From PARCC web site: 

· The draft rubrics are not designed to replace the CCSS—teachers should focus instruction on the Standards and not on the rubrics. 

· The draft rubrics are designed to allow for assessment of summative, final PARCC prose constructed response items. Research on best practices in teaching and assessing ELA suggests that it would be unwise and counterproductive to expect students to use these rubrics as “checklists” to produce writing. 
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCScoringofProseConstructedResponseItems.pdf
How to Prepare for PARCC:

· Build Common Core Standards into all teaching/learning work
· Reinforce skills with “teachable moments”
· Assess which Common Core Standards students need, focus on those
· Select Power Standards if Standards are too overwhelming; or select those needed

· Use the Sample Writing Appendix C examples of writing expected to develop student writing.  
· Don’t use PARCC practice test items as teaching/learning work but can use these as assessments
· “Writing to Text” is just writing about the reading, using close text statements and ideas
· Open Response is now Prose Constructed Response, which is a more accurate naming of the skill; OR is now Constructed response, which is what Open Response really wa

The PARCC ELA/Literacy summative assessments will include one “prose constructed response” (PCR) item for each of the tasks that appear on the performance-based assessment component of the PARCC summative assessments. PARCC draft generic rubrics are available to score the three PCRs for Grade 3, Grades 4-5, and Grades 6-11
Translation: 1. Students answer a question such as on what is a central idea of this passage.

2. Students write about what details in the passage support this central idea.

3. Develop your own class specific rubrics to guide and assess your students’ writing needs based on Standards and on your students’ writing needs.  Use mini-lessons for areas needed.
