	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:  1                                                           Teacher’s name   Erin Morse

	Unit Title:   Opinion Writing with Dr. Seuss
Established Goals:
Students will use knowledge of characters from Dr. Seuss literature unit to pick their favorite character and use details to support their choice.



	Understandings: Students will understand that…
• a character is a person/animal in a story
An opinion cannot be right or wrong.

Opinions need to be supported.

	Essential Question:
• Which is your favorite and why?


	Common Core Standards 

First Grade W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion and provide a sense of closure.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
Using the included Graphic Organizer, the students will choose their favorite Dr. Seuss character and write a paragraph explaining their choice.

	Other Evidence:
Graphic Organizer
Transfer to additional opinion writing pieces


	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:
After reading various stories written by Dr. Seuss as part of a literature unit to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday in March, students will be asked to choose a favorite character from one of the books. 
Developing a “Mentor Text” for children to follow:  Before being given an individual graphic organizer, the teacher will provide an example written with class input as to why Dr. Seuss is our favorite author (i.e. he uses funny words, is a great illustrator, his books are easy to read, he is from Massachusetts). This example chart will be displayed while students work independently (if able) for support.

For children needing moderate support, I would pair them up based on characters chosen so that the partners could complete the graphic organizer together.

For children needing extensive support, the graphic organizers would be filled out in a small group setting with one or more adult’s help.

Once the graphic organizer is completed, the child will meet with the teacher/paraprofessional to correct conventions and make sure that supporting ideas are there. Then the child will take the graphic organizer back and create a paragraph that will be illustrated and displayed for Dr. Seuss’ birthday celebration.

See Graphic Organizer attached after Rubric



	Re-teaching 
for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	Every child has an opinion, it’s the supporting information for the choice where they struggle. If the child was unable to give reasons why a particular character was a favorite, it could be completed one on one with think aloud strategies used by the teacher. 
Additional practice writing about foods, pets, games etc. could all be integrated into the writing block.



	Rubric 

to Guide and Assess Learning
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Source: Understanding by Design, 
Unit Design Planning Template (Wiggins/McTighe 2005)

