	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS
Grade Level:11th grade AP English Language and Composition            

                                                  

	Unit Title: Civil Rights: Yesterday and Today 
Established Goals: This unit takes students outside the classroom walls to analyze the relationship of the individual to the community. This unit focuses on argument reading and writing. 
Students will be prepared to examine three texts devoted to the Civil Rights Movement utilizing Close Reading strategies. The texts are: “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King written on April 16, 1963, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”  a speech given by Frederick Douglass on July 5, 1852 and “The Civil Rights Movement: What Good Was It?” an essay by Alice Walker published in the late 1960s. Students will culminate the unit by constructing an argumentative essay that incorporates not only the three texts that they have analyzed through critical thinking and Close Reading strategies and activities, but current research on Civil Rights including one or more of the following: the Voting Rights Act, protest movements on violence against black bodies, and the controversy over the Confederate flag. 
Students will include current research from at least two credible sources. The overall goal is that students will realize that what happened yesterday has relevance today and that they can make a difference and change can come about through the power of their words.


	Understandings: 
1. Students will respond and engage in both written and oral conversations using critical thinking ideas and skills.

2. Students will recognize the power of language and transfer it to their own writing.

3. Students will consider multiple sides of an

      issue. 

4. Students will construct a strong claim and counterclaim based on the texts they have read.

5. Students will provide evidence to support their claim.

6. Students will anticipate opposing views.

7. Students will consider their audience’s knowledge, values, and biases.

	Essential Questions:

1. Consider the power of language. How can language be used to affect change?

2. How do the authors (Martin Luther King, Frederick Douglass, and Alice Walker) state their claims, counterclaims, and provide evidence?

3. Alice Walker wrote an essay entitled “The Civil Rights Movement: What good was it?” How would you answer this question today? Use modern day research about Black Lives Matter, the Voting Rights Act, and the controversy over the Confederate flag. 

.


	Common Core Standards Mastered

Writing Standards Text Types and Purposes Grades 11-12 Students:
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

        a. Introduce precise knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons and evidence.

                b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

                c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)and counterclaims.  

               d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

               e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strength and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over reliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.


	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:

Students will construct an argumentative essay after reading three texts, answering a question on the success or failure of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and connect it to today’s Civil Rights protests and controversy over the Confederate flag. Students will include a claim, counterclaim, and credible outside sources. 


	Other Evidence:

Close Reading strategies and activities

Free Writes

Socratic Seminar Discussions

Partner Activities

Group Discussions

Rough Drafts

Peer Editing

Teacher Conferences

Final Draft




	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:

· Students will read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, annotating it and answering 3 questions for shop week homework. 
· Students will participate in a Socratic Seminar to glean more understanding of King’s letter, referring to specific lines in the text for their evidence.
· Students will listen to “Letter from Birmingham Jail” read out loud on You Tube and discuss reactions in a Think-Pair-Share Activity. 
· Students will brainstorm what they associate with the Fourth of July.
· Students will answer the following question in a Free Write: How would a slave answer what he or she would associate with the Fourth of July?
· Students will listen to Danny Glover’s short version of Frederick Douglass’s Fourth of July speech and annotate the speech to be prepared for a whole group discussion on it.
· Students read the entire Fourth of July speech by Frederick Douglass for shop week homework, annotating it to prepare for discussions on it.
· Assign the argumentative essay and go over the rubric for it. (attached)
· Students will peer edit their first draft and then their second one.
· The teacher will hold individual conferences before students pass in their final draft.
· The teacher will conduct a variety of focused lessons on MLA in-text citations, credible sources, summarizing, plagiarism, and research activities.
Active Learning Strategies:

· To begin the lesson, students will discuss anticipation guide type questions in a kinesthetic tic tac toe square and provide reasons for their answers.
· Students will circulate around the room reading quotes on laminated cards from “Letter from Birmingham Jail” trying to decipher with a variety of partners what they mean.
· Pairs of students will create a News Flash to report on Martin Luther King’s letter and then present it.
Differentiated Instruction:

· Under the headings on the board- To Protest or Not to Protest, in pairs students will find quotes from the text and write ones that belong under the to protest on yellow post it notes and the quotes that provide evidence under the not to protest on blue post-its.

· Students will independently come up with a statement that summarizes the quotes and then pool the answers and the class will come up with a claim and counterclaim.

· The teacher will demonstrate a Jenga activity to demonstrate how an argument is constructed, appealing to the visual learners.

· Students will find the ethos, pathos, and logos by utilizing a blue highlighter for ethos, a pink one for pathos, and a yellow one for logos.


	Re-Teaching 

for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	1. Show exemplary student models from the AP Central website to demonstrate strong arguments and counterarguments.

2. Have a second teacher conference with students who are struggling with the concepts of an argument paper.

3. Supply Graphic Organizers for students who are having difficulty.

4. Have particular students stay after school for individual help on their essays.



	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning



	Rubrics were sent separately.
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