
	Teaching for Understanding Learning Plan

STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS

Grade Level:  9-10                                                                          Struggling writers

	Unit Title: Argument writing

Established Goals:

                                                 In this unit, students will be able to work collaboratively with classmates to identify the purpose of argument writing,  the important elements of  an argument, and how to write to a specific audience  so that they can construct /write an effective argument paper that incorporates all of these elements. 



	Understandings: Students will understand that…
· effective argument writing requires structure
· effective argument writing considers, acknowledges, and effectively counters alternative viewpoints
· effective argument writing considers its target audience

· effective argument writing requires evidence often acquired through research
	Essential Questions:

•What makes something a “good argument”?

What is the most effective way to get my argument across?

How do I tailor my argument to my specific target audience?




	Common Core Standards Mastered
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.



	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:
Students will close read exemplary argument writing and underline/ identify central claims and star/annotate and evaluate evidence presented. 

Students respond to TDQs that elucidate specific strategies employed by author to effectively present argument to his/her specific audience.

Given a teacher selected topic and presented with  informational articles related to a specific topic, students and teachers will model argument writing  by generating a position on the topic, providing evidence to support their argument(s) and addressing relevant counterclaims.   

 Students will write a letter to the new director of COFFEE arguing for or against specific current school policy.Students will id pros and cons, assess their position regarding the topic,conduct research and generate a multi-paragraph letter that states their position/claim, effectively develops claims to support their position, provides relevant and valid evidence to support their position and effectively addresses counterclaims as assessed with the Evicence Based Writing Rubric..
	Other Evidence:

Student annotation of exemplary text

Pro/Con Chart

Model Argument Writing Checklist

Argument writing outline

Model Peer Review Tool




	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Summary of Learning Activities:

1. Students will begin by watching a “Friends” video to generate conversation as to what kind of an interaction was occurring between Phoebe and Ross

2. Teacher will introduce the topic of argument writing with a Schmoop video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lzGy5gizKg (Important for struggling students to see examples and visual presentation of concepts.)

3. Teacher asks students what they believe makes a good argument- write it on a chart.Creating an Argument Writing Checklist (APPENDIX A)
4. Students reWatch “Friends” video with Phoebe and Ross. and using the checklist, students evaluate Phoebe and Ross’ claims, evidence. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXr2kF0zEgI
5. Students annotate argumentative texts (RESOURCE#1,2,3,4) (Differentiate instruction through choice of text based on group level) utilizing previously taught annotating skills- Underline and put “C” for central claims, S for supporting claims, CC for counterclaims, “E” for evidence , circle unfamiliar, effective and or important word choices. 

6. In teacher selected paired-groups (accounting for struggling students and pairing with a stronger student) ,students evaluate the argument utilizing the Argument Writing Checklist (APPENDIX A). 

7. (In teacher selected paired groups)Students respond to TDQs that highlight effective strategies employed by writer to address the audience.

8. Group discussion of what pairs found that enhanced the writing or spoke to the targeted audience
9. Students are presented with an “argument prompt and must demonstrate understanding of an argument prompt by filling out Prompt Analysis exit ticket(APPENDIX B) (Not a skill that all students will need practice with but allows teacher to be sure all students understand task for the next day)
10. Group Instruction Modeling formulating a claim/position for an argumentative essay given a specific issue and specific resource material related to the issue 

 ,         a. Close Read articles and annotate using projector to model (RESOURCE#5) Complete Template for   

              source info (APPENDIX D)

           b. Establish pros and cons on pros/cons worksheet teachers (APPENDIX C)
           c. evaluate evidence and establish position 

11. Student-pairs complete either the Delineating Arguments Tool (APPENDIX E) choosing 3 strongest claims and using resources for evidence. (for lower-level students who require more scaffolding) or they fill out the outline.

12. Introduce and explain rubric and students paraphrase the rubric scoring. Provide  and  review Connecting Ideas Tool which will help struggling learners with essay coherence and organization.
13. Teacher-paired groups use Delineating Tool and /or Outline and rubric as guide to writing essay

14. Peer groups evaluate finished product by close reading and annotating the paper (see step 5). and  evaluating the essay based on the Argument Writing Checklist (Appendix F). 

15. Student-pairs revise accordingly and reassess using the checklist again.

16. write and Submit Final copy 

FURTHERING THE LESSON TO GREATER INDEPENDENCE

1.  STUDENTS practice the 5-Step writing process in paired groups with greater independence Students are teacher-paired and are given a hotly debated “COFFEE” policy argument topic. They must generate an argument letter to the principal outlining the position they feel the program should take on the issue. They must provide at least three supporting claims for their central claim and research evidence to support their position as well as acknowledge and address any counterclaims to their position. 

2. Students do a Pros/Cons worksheet to help them assess their position. Focus should be on their audience-the principal. 

3. Students are given instruction on research skills, assessing sources, citing sources, plagiarism etc. 

4. In pairs, students research their position/claim and relevant counterclaims and complete outline or Delineating Arguments Appendix E for those who require differentiated instruction. Pro/Con evidence sheets with source info is completed. Pair Shares- pairs share their evidence sheets with other pairs to evaluate strength of evidence etc. 

5. Utilizing outline/Delineating Arguments Appendix E, students compose their body paragraphs.  Teacher conferencing after completion of each paragraph. 

6. Students complete in pairs, self-evaluate using the Writing Checklist

7. Peer revision suggestions through writing checklist

8. For students struggling with transitions, instruction is given on Appendix H-



	Re-Teaching 

for students do not attain Proficient level in unit assessment



	For students who do not attain at the proficient level:

Reteach using lower lexile level material. Provide more modeling and group activities around the process. Chunk the writing to one paragraph at a time and provide teacher feedback using the checklist in conference with the student. Use an alternate rubric for students who struggle to focus the student on just a few of the critical assessed elements. Scaffold in other elements. 



	Rubric to Guide and Assess Learning
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APPENDIX A
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APPENDIX B
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APPENDIX C

Template for Collecting Source Information

	CODE LETTER

OR NUMBER
	Type of source: 

 book,  article,  video,  internet site,  interview or discussion,  other:________________________



	
	Title:



	
	Author:



	© Date:



	Publisher:



	Internet URL:



	TOPIC


	Pages:




Keys to Writing (www.keystoliteracy.com)
APPENDIX D
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APPENDIX E
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APPENDIX F
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APPENDIX G
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Appendix H
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RESOURCE #1
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RESOURCE #2

Argumentative Essay: School Uniform


The idea of school uniforms seems like an antiquated concept for many North Americans. Unless a child attends private school, it is not normally practiced by children and families. Yet around the world, wearing school uniforms is the norm. Students studying in schools requiring school uniforms generally perform very well academically and seem happy wearing the same outfit every day. There are many benefits to wearing school uniforms that schools in Canada and the United States should incorporate into their public schools.


One of the biggest concerns in schools these days is bullying. Students are harassed physically, verbally, and socially. The latest trend in bullying is cyberbullying. Often, the cause of bullying stems from people being different for not wearing the “right” clothes. If someone looks richer, most people feel like they have a higher social status or more power. To the contrary, uniforms allow children to learn on a more level playing field, with less judgment about clothing choices, brands of clothing, or physical appearance.


A lot of students who wear uniforms claim that they feel more proud of their school. Wearing school colors gives students a feeling of being more connected to their school and classmates. If there is a sense of community and connectedness among the students, the use of foul language, gang behavior, and crimes like vandalism are largely eliminated. Wearing school uniforms can also help people gain more self-confidence because they know they are a part of something bigger.


One of the main concerns people have about wearing school uniforms is conformity. People fear that by making children look the same, their individuality will be suppressed. However, this is not the case. Accessories, such as bracelets and hair clips, can jazz up a school uniform. Besides, students can wear their own clothing after school and during weekends. An individual’s personality is not wholly expressed by fashion alone. Personality is determined by the way a person moves, feels, thinks, and talks. Wearing a school uniform neither defines a child’s personality nor erases it.


There are even more advantages to wearing school uniforms in public schools in addition to those previously mentioned. It means lower costs for parents during back-to-school shopping. However, the idea that bullying might be alleviated is the leading reason why schools should implement the wearing of uniforms. The other is the fostering of school pride. Students will not lose their personality but will merely learn new ways to express themselves.

RESOURCE #3
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RESOURCE #4

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING RESEARCH ARTICLES: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/07/technology/07brain.html?_r=0
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B42GGwVtPSh-MGZ1U0QzWGd2M1k/edit?pli=1
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2012/02/12/the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-living-alone/social-media-as-community
RESOURCE#5
Source: Understanding by Design, 
Unit Design Planning Template (Wiggins/McTighe 2005)
Source: Understanding by Design, 
Unit Design Planning Template (Wiggins/McTighe 2005)
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Model Argument Writing Checklist

Name: Class: Date:

Directions: Use this templat torecord the checklt tems that convey the components of an effective
argument stablished a5 class.

‘Command of Evidence and Ressoning. Drafting | Finalization
Does my response... v v
Userelevant and suffcent evidence to supgort my claims?* o o
sl esoring o demirt et eatorshps b i od | 01 5]
Develop counterclaims fair?* o o
‘Coherence, Organization, and Syle Orafting | Finalzation
Does my response... v v
Introduce a precise centeal claim?® o o
Develop supporting clams that refnforce or advance the central caim?® o o
‘Adapt content and langusge to my speciic audience?” o 5]
‘Adaptstyle of witing t convince my audience of my central claim?* o o
Controlof Conventions. Orafting | Finalzation
Does my response... v v

=] =]

o =]

“Asterisks indicate new items added n this lesson

O — gﬁﬁ

B 5 1l




[image: image16.png]WR.1 Lesson 3 Prompt Analysis Exit Slip

Name: Class: Date:

Directions: I your own words, explain wha the prom requires you o 6o and consider how purpose
and sudience ifluence your task.

Writing | Take apositon an whether your school should partcpate n the national“Shut Down

Prompt: | Your Sreen Week.” Write a mult-paragraph argument to suppart your positon, sing
| vidence from th text thatyou read

‘Explanation o the prompt in your own words:




[image: image17.png]Pros and Cons Chart

Name: Class: Date:

Directions: Record the pros and cons from each atice nthis chart. A pois 3 statement that s in favor
of screen time. A con s a statement that is againt screen time. Determine which pos and cons are
mostimportant o convineing and place a tar next o these. Labelthe pros and cons as “evidence” or
“reasoning.”

Text:

Text:
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PERSPECTIVE
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PREMISE/CLAIM 1

z
o
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PREMISE/CLAIM 2 PREMISE/CLAIM 3

Supporting evidence:

Supporting evidence:

Supporting evidence:

DELINEATING ARGUMENTS
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Name: Class:

Directions: Use this templat torecord the checklst tems tha convey the components o an effective

argument etablhed 333 das.
Command of Evdence and Ressoring Drattig | Finalzation
Does my response.. v v
Use relevant andsuffcient evdence tosupport my dims? o o
Usevaldressoning t demorsirat cear relatonships between daimsand | (] o
evidence?

Oevlon counterclams faily? o o
st aderc aosadrsand prshrasing) 0 spor s nd o o
Coherence, Organization and sty Drattig | Finalzation
Does my response.. v v
Introduce a precie cetral cim? o o
Oevelon supportng daims tha reifarce or adance the cenra dam? o o
Adaptcontentand language o my spific adience? o o
ndapt sty of wriing o convince my audience of my cental caim? o o
Arrange daims,counterclaims,evidence, and reasoring o creae cear o o
relationships among althe components of the argumant?

avean ntroduction that captures the reader? attenionand nerest? 5] o
iavean nroduction that estabishes the topc and central daim of my o o
argument?

Provide a concusion that fllows for and supports the argumant? o o




[image: image20.png]‘Control of Conventions Dratting | Finalzation
Does my response... v v
Citesources using proper MLA style and formatting?* o o
Use proper punctuation for quotations and itatins?* o o
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1. CentealCaim: We should particiate I "Shut Down Your Sreen Wek-

A Checking your mail o socal media can b adeictve
1. “The stimulation provokes excitement—a doparine squirt—that researchers say an be
adictive. (ichtel)

a.Takinga beak from using technology an prevent ths

5. Extensive multitasking s damaging users’ brains,
1. Qur sbity to concentrate on one thingis “fading away” Perez).

a.Abity to concentrate and focus isin danger.

. Counterciim: Technology can benefit a persor's bain
1. Using technology "makes us adept a ilering nformation, making snap decisons” (erez)

2. Negative outweighs the potental benefis

0. Technology use prevents social contact.
L. Technology "diminishes empathy by imiting how much people engage with one anather”
rchtel

a.Technology prevents people from forming realrlationships.

£ Conclusion: Technolagy is harmful 50 we showld paticipat in“Shut Down Your Screen Week."
1. Technology use can be dangerous and should be moritored and restricted as necessary.
a.Takinga beak from the use oftechnology has benefs,
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USING TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES

‘Transitional words and phrases create links betuween yourideas when you are speaking and writing. They help your audience understand the.
logic of your thoughts. When using transiional words, make sure that tis the right match for what you want o express And remenber,
transition words work best when they are connecting two or more strong deas that are clearly stated. Here is a st of transitional words and
phrases that you can use fordifferent purposes:
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Tweeting About a Pop Quiz

Justin has Spanish cass during fstperiod. When the bel rings Monday
"morning, the teacher announces that there vill be a pop aviz Justn studied

His grade on the pop quizis much higherthar his average grade for the
course, 50 the teacher becomes suspicious.The teacher eventualy finds out

e higher Thisisn' fair tomy st period students. I adetion to
underpining my uiz, Justi has also created exra work for me. 1l have to
redothe quiz at another surpise point n the course. | 3m going to have 1o
dealwith complintsfrom students who id wellon the quiz butwill have
totake areplacement.

14| overthe weekend, sohe's confident he i el on the iz His iend Mark,that Jstn theeted awarning o Mark about the quiz The teacher cals a
T | nowever,told ustin on the e o schol thathe idsudy atall. Mark  mesting with Justin andthe school principal 0 iform Justin that the tweet.
3| nas Spanish with th sameteacher during thrd period. Justi decides o was heating and he would b perlized a such Justn arguesthat he
et 3 warring to Mk about the 9op quiz o that Mark wll ave second — tweet st cheaing and he shouldit be puished fretting Mark Know
period t sudy. arksces th tweet an e studies during his Hisory class. about the quic
THE TEACHER JusTv
Theteacher has een at th school for o than 20e0rs During tat e, Jistin s good student HisGPA s 0 3.7 and e akes o couple o A courses.
shehaseamneda reputation a5 hard but o grader. e has been nominated  Heisals nvoved i heSpeech and Dbt ear and he Chess
Jorteacherof the year sevral e, She has apoly i her clas thotcell - Heglazeshas o exta money on the weekend.He and Mark have been
phonesare gotllowectobeon friends for e years, though thy aen'best riends. ek moved o Jst's
Stret o hey tensee oneanother overth weekend.Justin nows hat Mark
The teacher explains why she considers the tweetto be cheating: traggies it school
Wihen | decide togive 3 50p Quiz 1Wank o evluate whether mystudents  Justi defends hisdecision to et wit th following statement;
13 arekeeping up wilthe ideasand homeviori n my course. These quizes
| need o e surprissin ordertoevaluat students commitmento my - Sencingatueetis't heating because | it e Mark o anyone e who
| course | don'tannounce these quizzes ahead oftme because this wilust — saw the weet what was on the quiz. st sid here we had 3 quiz o they
G| encourage sudents ostudy at the st minute. Thisdocsr' provide the — ight have aquizhad o dea i he eacher vas going o have a quiz ot
2| insight want intostudents’perforance.BecauseJstnsent tat message.the third pariod cas. | can esd her mind.What i ' diferentrom
| 101 riend, there was an opgortunity or s fend and anyone lsewho.— theother students wha told the riends about he iz i person. Besides,
£5 | neard about his message toprepare for the iz This i an urfaic Could't Mark hae thought there migh be.a quz ven i he hadrt sen the
B! acuantage anithe grades forthe thid period quizes wil lmostcertanly tweet? A the end of the day, Markstudied and did viel, 50| doritsee what

the problem . It doesrt matter what | tceted or what he thought What
atters s that he spent time preparing orthe quizand he earned his rade.

‘OTHER PERSPECTIVE:
Other students,the princpal the teacher' colleagues
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DELINEATING ARGUMENTS: CASE STUDY

School Conflict

PERSPECTIVES

"HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT "HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL




[image: image25.png]Student Sample: Grade 10, Argument

This argument was produced by a student who was asked to write a persuasive essay that required
research. The student generated the topic and had an opportunity to revise.

School Bond Levy

The School Board has recently proposed a bond levy to add new facilities as well as
conduct some major repairs to the school. The bond includes building a new gymnasium, a new science
room and lab, a new Media Center/Library, new Chapter.1 and Special Education classrooms, and other
facilities such as more parking space, an increase in storage area, and new locker rooms. Along with new
construction, the board is proposing to remodel facilities such as the drama/music areas, the entire roof,
the heating system, the school kitchen, and present gym as well. This bond allowing School to
add more facilities should be passed in order for young students to be provided with a better education.

Several arguments have been brought up concerning the levy since it failed in the March
election. Some say that the school doesn’t need to have brand new facilities and better classrooms,
but it does. Just this year the school had to shut down for days at a time as a result of a malfunction of
the heating system, The roof of the library also had a leaking problem all winter fong. The leaking has
actually caused the ceiling tiles to rot to the point where they are having to be removed. It isn’t safe to
sit underneath them because, in fact, they have fallen to tables where students had been working only
minutes before,

Another issue that people may be concerned with is the money that taxpayers have to put up
for the building. The cost of the project in its entirety will be 2.9 million dollars, meaning that for the next
25 years, taxpayers would pay 40 cents more per thousand dollars in property tax than they do this year.
The project does cost a significant amount of money, but the school needs it. If something isn't done now,
then the facilities such as the library, the science room and others will continue to grow steadily worse.
The construction and remodeling needs to be done eventually, so why not now, when interest rates are
low and expenses are also low. Superintendent commented that it would cost the taxpayers
much less money now than ten years from now. Another reason that this is a good time to pass this bond
is that the results of Ballot Measure 5 are going into effect at the same time as the levy. As it stands now,
property tax rates will go down another $2.50 by next year; however, if taxpayers don’t mind paying what
they do now and can handie a 40 cent increase, then the school can be that much better.

Many other good reasons we exist for funding this construction now, For one, better facilities
will be made available to everyone: staff members, students, and community members. The new gym
will allow student athletes to have earlier practices and more time for homework. With only one gym in
a K-12 school system, the junior high has to practice in the morning before school, starting at 6:30 A.M.,
meaning that both the girls and boys teams had to practice at the same time, with half of the court for
the girls half for the boys. After school, the high school girls would practice from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. The
varsity boys would then start at 5:30 or 6:00 and go until 7:30. After that, the junior varsity boys would
come in for an hour and a half. It’s absurd to think that student athletes can make good use of their time
with a schedule like that, If the bond were to pass, both the new gym and the present gym would be
used for practices and athletes wouldn't have to wait so jong to practice every day.

Another reason that the gym should be built is that it is no longer adequate. The bleachers are
too close to the court and so there is no room to walk by without getting in the way during a game. The
gym also poses a problem for the cheerleaders. As it is now, there is no room for them to cheer. They
have to stand on one of the ends which, of course, is right in the way of people walking by. If a new gym
were built, enough room would be provided surrounding the court that there wouldn’t be any of the
problems there are now.

Another advantage to the bond proposed is that it would provide more space in the schoof.
The school has always been small, which is in some ways nice, but it needs to expand. The lack of space
is a problem because everyone is crammed into one little hallway trying to make it around from class
to class. As it is, there isn’t enough room for the library to just be a library or the kitchen to just be a
kitchen. Students can’'t even go to the library when they need to because Health, Media, and other
classes are held there. The Sateliite Learning classroom, which shares a space with the kitchen, usually
has a difficult learning atmosphere each day people prepare food for the hot lunch program. Another



[image: image26.png]problem area is the current science room and lab. Lab facilities are outdated and cannot be replaced
for a variety of reasons related to the plumbing and electrical systems. Both science teachers have said
publicly that the chemical storage room is inadequate and unsafe. The sclence curriculum is a core part
of students’ education and they deserve good facilities.

It is clear then, that School needs significant improvements in which case the bond
must be passed. As a community, education is an essential part of the future. In the past,
has relied in the timber industry for employment, but times are changing and the younger generations
need to be better prepared to meet the challenges that arise. For example, they need to able to take
part in a variety of activities and be able to achieve in many different areas. If the school is inadequate,
how can the younger generations be provided with the education and training they need to be
successful in the future?



