Fourth Grade Essay Exemplary writing

2019 MCAS
Grade 4 English Language Arts 
Question 8
	Other grade level writing exemplary writing and at different score levels are at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/student/2019/      and
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/student

Score explanation comments:

Explains the top scores given
Idea Development - Score Point 4
The essay is clear and fully develops the central idea that Jean-François was a "seeker of knowledge." Details from the article are effectively chosen in support of the central idea, such as how Jean-François "yearned to understand hieroglyphics" and how the "fire burning in his eyes" showed his enthusiasm. The essay also explains that Jean-François was not driven by glory or fame but by his dream, which supports the central idea: he "truly was a seeker of knowledge and would not give up until he reached his lifelong goal of decoding the hieroglyphs." Ideas are clearly expressed and the essay effectively organized, which demonstrates a full awareness of the purpose for writing. 
Standard English Conventions - Score Point 3
The essay contains a variety of sentence structures that show a consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. While there are minor errors and missing punctuation, they do not interfere with the overall understanding of the essay. Given its length and complexity, the essay demonstrates consistent control of Standard English conventions for this grade level. 

Present and develop a central idea
Provide evidence and/or details from the passage

Prompt: Write an Essay that explains in what ways Jean Francois was a “seeker of knowledge.”  Be sure to use information from the article to develop your essay.
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Why was Jean Francois Champollion a seeker of knowledge? First of all i it has been his
drearm his entire life then he must have yearned to understand hieroglyphics. It also
states in paragraph eight how he has a fire burning in his eyes which means he's
enthusiastic. It states all the scientists treasures interest him. Another reason is Jean
Francois was not getting paid which means he wasr't in it for the glory he was just trying
to achieve his dream and not become famous. Also in paragraph seven it states how he is
enthusiastic about the hieroglyphics. Jean Francois did not have much help for example in
paragraph eight he was turned down by the scholars but still decoded the hieroglyphs
which also means he did not get discouraged or stopped trying. As it states in paragraph
sixteen he collapsed because he had worked so hard. And although the Englishman was
extremely close to unlocking the secrets Jean Francois discovered it first because of his
dedication and hard work. This proves out of all the smart people trying to decode the
hieroglyphs he decoded them which proves how smart and hardworking to dicover these
Jean Francois had to be. If Jean Francois decoded a whole language he had to be a seeker
of knowledge. In paragraph nine it says everyone thought the Englishman would be the
first to decode the hieroglyphs but Jean Francois didn't give up he still kept trying to
achieve his lifelong dream. All Jean needed were the names of the pharaohs copied from a
temple wall and he discovered the key which proves he did not use many resources other
than knowledge to decode the hierogiyphics. Once he had this resource he decoded the
hieroglyphics in less than a day, which proves if he had any other resources similar to
that he could have decoded the hieroglyphics in a much shorter period of time. These
details prove that Jean Francois Champollion truly was a sesker of knowledge and would
not give up until he reached his lifelong goal of decoding the hieroglyphs. It also proves he
was up to the challenge of many things.




